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OF  THE 


Travels  and  Sufferings 

►  ‘  _  < 
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O  F 

Daniel  Saunders »  /«». 

A  Mariner  on  board  the  Ship  Commerce« 
©fBofton,  Samuel  Johnson,  Command¬ 
er,  which  was  caft  away  near  Cape  Morebet, 
on  the  Coaft  of  Arabia,  July  10,  1792* 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

•  r  '  .  j  y. 

T7"  />  almofl  unneceffary  to  obferve,  that  the 
occurrences  related  in  the  following  pagfs 
could  not  have  been  written  during  the  painful 
journey  in  which  they  happened.  The  IV riter , 
after  hit  arrival  at  Mufkat ,  netted  down  the  e- 
vents  which  took  place  from  day  to  day  during 
his  travels,  as  accurately  as  he  could  colled 
them  from  the  recblledion  of  him) 'elf  and  his  fel¬ 
low  fufferers ,  fcf  by  that  m^eatis  was  able  to  form 
a  conned  ed  JOURNAL  from  the  time  of  the 
fhipwreck  till  his  arrival  at  a  place  of  fafety  ; 
which  he  didfolely  for  the  fatisfadion  of  himfelj 
and  his  friends.  Its  publication  is  in  confe¬ 
rence  of  repeated  felicitations  for. that  purpofe , 
ftnee  his  return  to  Salem .  and  he  fincerely 
hopes ,  that  no  mariner  may  ever  have  occafon 
to  relate  misfortunes  and  fujferings  like  thofe 
which  befel  the  Company  of  the  Ship  Commerce t 

Salem* 

November*  1794* 


A 


JOURNAL 

OF  THE 

TRAVELS  and  S  U  FF  E  R I N  G  S 

.  i  fy 

O  F 

DANIEL  SAUNDERS,  jun. 


ON  the  4th  of  May,  1 79 1 ,  I  fail¬ 
ed  from  Salem,  in  the  State  of 
MafTachufetts,  in  the  capacity  of 
fecond  mate  on  board  the  fnow 

Grand  Sachem,  Jonathan  Carnes, 

■ 

mailer,  bound  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  where  we  arrived  fafe  after  a 
paflage  of  one  hundred  and  fixteen 
days,  which  brought  it  to  the  30th 

of 


> 
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of  Auguft.  We  tarried  at  the  Cape 
till  the  9th  of  O&ober,  when  we  de¬ 
parted  for  the  Ifle  of  France,  where 
we  arrived  on  the  16th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  all  well.  I  remained  with  Cap¬ 
tain  Carnes  till  the  25th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  but  having  found  my  fituation 
on  board  lefs  agreeable  than  I  wifh- 
ed,  preferred  going  as  a  mariner  on 
board  the  (hip  Commerce,  of  Bof- 
ton,  John  Leach,  mailer,  which  was 
then  at  the  Ifle  of  France  :  for  this 

1 

purpofe  I  obtained  my  difeharge 
from  Captain  Carnes,  who  received 
a  man  from  on  board  the  Commerce, 
in  my  Head., 

% 

On  the*  27th  of  January,  1795,  we 
took  our  departure  from  the  Ifle  of 
France  for  Madras,  and  arrived  there 

fafcv 
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fafe,  after  a  paftage  of  flfty-feven 
days,  being  the  25th  of  March.  Here 
Captain  Leach  left  the  fhip,  and  Cap¬ 
tain  Samuel  Johnfon,  of  Rhode- 
Ifland,  took  command  of  her. 

*  .  *  -v l  f  t.  K  *  •  J  >  « 

On  the  28th  of  April,  1792,  we 
failed  from  Madras  on  the  coaft  of 
Coromandel,  bound  to  Bombay  on 
the  coaft  of  Malabar,  for  which  we 
fhaped  our  courfe  ;  but  the  winds 
for  the  moft  of  the  time  being  con¬ 
trary,  and  the  weather  boifterons, 
our  voyage  proved  very  tedious. 
On  the  10th  of  June,  to  our  great 
Turprife,  we  faw  Tellicherry  on 
the  Malabar  coaft,  it  being  upwards 
of  live  hundred  miles  from  Bom¬ 
bay;  and  the  winds  ftill  continuing 
contrary,  we  tacked  fhip  to  the 

A  2  fouthward, 


(  «  ) 

fbuthward^  in  order  to  crofs  the 
equator  for  the  benefit  of  the  fouth- 
eafl  trade  wind,  to  make  our  welling; 
before  we  crofled  the  latitudes  to 
the  northward*  the  winds  generally 
blowing  along  the  coafl  from  the 
fouthwefb  at  that  feafon  of  the  year. 
Having  flood  to>  the  fouthward  until 
we  reached  the  latitude  between  fix 
and  feven  fouth,  and  having  a  fair 
wind’,  we  then  flood  to  the  weflward 
for  four  or  five  days,  after  which  we 
altered  our  courfe  northwardly,  oc- 
cafioiKtlly.  On  the  24th  or  25th  of 
June  we  fell  in  with  the  fhip  Ganjava, 
Captain  Jemifon,  belonging  and 
bound  to  Bombay*  with  whom  we 
kept  company  for  fix  or  feven  days, 
when  we  feparated  by  fome  mifhap, 
■which  proved  .unhappy  for  us,  as  Cap¬ 
tain 
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fcain  Jemifon  arrived  at  Bombay,  In 
five  or  fix  days  after*  But  our  Cap* 
tain,  being  unacquainted  with  the 
coaft,  and  confidering  the  fhip  further 
to  the  eaftward  than  file  really  was, 
fleered  more  weflwardly  than  he  , 
fhould  have  done.  Nothing  more 
of  confequence  occurred  until  the 
xoth  of  July,  when  our  misfortunes 
began.  For  five  or  fix  days  pre¬ 
vious  to  that  time,  we  had  had 
ftrong  gales  of  wind  from  the  fouth- 
ward  and  weftward  ;  and  finding 
the  water  to  be  altered  in  coloury 
we  were  fomewhat  apprehenfive  of 
being  near  the  fiiore.  On  the  9th 
of  July  our  latitude  by  obferva- 
tion  was.  16°  33'  N.  longitude  58° 
E*. 

‘  4 

Tuefdayr 
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Tuefday,  July  io. - The  fame 

winds  and  weather  continued.  At 
eight  o’clock,  P.  M.  we  tried  for 
foundings,  but  found  none  with  120 
fathoms  line.  At  12  o’clock,  our 
Captain  being  on  deck,  we  founded 
again,  and  found  only  thirty  fathoms 
of  water,  fleering  then  N.  and  E. 
Our  Captain,  not  at  all  alarmed,  but 
imagining  himfelf  once  more  on  the 
coaft  of  Malabar,  ordered  the  fhip 
to  be  fleered  N.  N.  W.  as  he  fuppof- 
cd  for  Bombay  ;  but,  to  our  great 
furprife,  and  greater  misfortune,  at 
three  quarters  paft  three  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  the  {hip  flruck  the 
ground  !  The  confternation  we 
were  thrown  into  by  this  unexpected 
fhock — the  darknefs  of  night  which 
fur  rounded  us — the  daihing  of  the 


waves 
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waves  againft  our  ftranded  fhip— and 
the  profpett  of  immediate  death  be¬ 
fore  us — created  a  fcene  of  horror 
paft  defcription !  Continuing  yet 
dark,  and  in  momentary  expe&ation 
of  the  fhip  going  to  pieces,  we  wait¬ 
ed  impatiently  the  approach  of  day, 
which  foon  appeared,  and  in  feme 
meafure  alleviated  our  anxiety,  when 
we  found  ourfelvcsonly  two  or  three 
miles  from  the  Chore,  which  prefent- 
ed  to  our  view  a  white  fa«dy  beach, 
the  extent  of  which  we  could  not  fee 
on  one  end  or  the  other ;  and  not  a 
houfe,  a  hut,  a  tree,  or  even  a  bufh, 
was  to  be  feen.  Having  handed  our 
fails,  and  finding  the  fhip  had  not 
made  much  water,  and  the  fea  being 
confiderably  fallen,  we  hoifled  out 
our  boats,  and  carried  an  anchor  out 
gj&F  after*. 
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aftern,  with  the  hope  of  heaving  the 
{hip  off  again  ;  but  that  and  every 
other  effort  proving  ineffectual,  no¬ 
thing  remained  for  us  but  to  prepare 
for  leaving  the  fhip,  and  taking  to 
the  boats  *  We  accordingly  went  to 
work  to  procure  mafts  and  fails  for 
the  boats,  with  provifion,  water,  and 
as  many  other  neceffaries  as  the  boats 
would  conveniently  carry.  Our 
Captain,  in  the  mean  time,  with  fev- 
eral  of  the  hands,  went  on  fhore  in 
the  pinnace,  where  they  found  twelve 
or  fourteen  favages,  but  neither 
hoafc  or  habitation  of  any  kind. — 
The  geflures  of  thefe  barbarians  in¬ 
dicated  an  inhuman  and  hoflile  dif- 
pofition  ;  and  their  condu&  foon 
proved  that  it  was  not  prudent  to 
put  ourfelves  in  their  power  ;  for 

one 
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one  of  our  people,  who  was  lels 
wary,  or  more  verrturefome,  than 


the  reft,  going  within  their  reach, 
they  immediately  caught  him,  and 
tied  his  hands  ;  but  he  found  means 
to  difengage  himfelf,  with  a  knife 

which  he  had  in  his  pocket,  an-d  re- 

•  'r 

turned  to  the  bolt.  By  this  time 
every  one  was  convinced  that  we 
were  not  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar, 
but  on  the  inhofpitable  fhore  of  Ara¬ 
bia.  Finding  nothing  on  fhore  but 
what  ferved  to  augment  our  misfor¬ 
tunes,  and  add  to  the  deplorablenefs 
of  our  condition,  the  Captain  return¬ 
ed  to  the  fhip,  and  concluded  there 
was  nothing  now  to  be  done  but  to 
go  into  the  boats,  placing  ourfelves 
as  much  to  advantage  as  we  could, 
in  order  to  fleer  for  Mufkat,  it  being 

the 
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flic  neareft  foaport  on  the  eoaft  that 
has  trade  with  the  Europeans «  Hav¬ 
ing  every  thing  ready  we  really 

wanted,  which  our  boats  would  ad- 

*•  s 

snit  of  carrying  from  the  fhip,  we 
accordingly  got  them  equipped  with 
all  poffible  expedition,  and  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  got  into 
the  three  feveral  boats,  being  thirty-* 
four  fouls  in  number,  viz.  twenty 
Whites,  thirteen  Lafoar  Tailors,  and 
one  African  black.  The  fhip  by  this 
time  having  bilged,  her  hold  was 
full  of  water  when  we  left  her. 

»  f 

The  order  of  leaving  the  fhip  was 
as  follows 


in 
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In  the  Long  Boat  were, 
Samuel  Johnfon,  Commander  ; 
Robert  Williams,  Merch't  &  Owner; 
Nathaniel  Seaver,  do.  do. 
Daniel  Saunders,  Mariner  ; 


Gilbert  Fofs,  do. 

William  Leghorn,  do. 

Solomon  Buthby,  do. 

John  Daniels,  do. 


And  all  the  Blacks. 

In  the  Pinnace , 

David  Ockington,  Firft  Mate  ; 

King  Lapham,  Carpenter  ; 

Valentine  Bagley,  Captain's  Mate  , 
Nathaniel  Seaver,  jun.  Mercht’s  Son } 
Charles  Lapham,  Mariner  5 
Samuel  Laha,  do. 

James  Leatherby,  do.  and 
Ebenezer  Grant,  do. 

B 


hi 
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V 


In  the  Yau'ly 

Benjamin  Williams,  Cooper  ; 
Thomas  Barnard,  Mariner  ; 

John  Quincy,  do.  and 

John'  Rowe,  do* 

Leaving  the  fhip,  with  the  wind 
in  the  fouthweft  quarter,  we  fleered 
along  the  coaft  to  the  eaftward  till 
night,  when,  finding  ourfelves  much 
fatigued,  it  being  likewife  hazardous 
to  run  in  the  night,  we  came  to  an 
anchor  at  a  convenient  diftance  from 
the  fhore.  The  water  being  fome- 
what  fmooth,  and  the  wind  light,  we 
had  a  tolerable  night’s  reft, 

IV ednefday ,  July  I  I .  Finding  our¬ 
felves  much  refrefhed  by  our  night’s 

;  reft, 
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reft,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning 
we  weighed  our  anchors,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  along  the  coaft,  with  a  pl'eaf- 
ant  breeze  from  the  fouthweft,  as 
before.  At  twelve  o'clock  we  tried 
for  an  obfervation  ;  but  it  being 
cloudy  prevented  our  getting  one  to 
be  depended  on.  We  continued  our 
courfe  along  Ihore  until  night,  when 
we  came  to  an  anchor  again  in  very 
fhoal  water,  it  not  exceeding  three 
or  four  feet  ;  but  being  protected 
from  the  fury  of  the  fea  by  a  point 
that  proje&ed  without  the  other  part 
of  the  beach,  we  lay  very  fecurcly 
all  night. 

Thurjday ,  July  12.  At  five  o'clock 
in  the  morning  we  weighed  anchor 
again,  and  proceeded  along  the  coaft, 

wind 
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wind  and  weather  ftill  favourable, 
until  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
when  we  flood  off,  to  clear  a  long 
point  that  ran  a  confiderable  diftance 
out  into  the  fea  ;  but  the  wind  head¬ 
ed  us  fo  much  that  we  could  by  no 
means  clear  the  land  ;  and  the  fea 
had  by  this  time  rofe  to  fucli  an 
height,  that  we  could  not  venture 
upon  the  other  tack  without  danger 
of  being  driven  on  fhore  by  the  furf ; 
in  cpnfequence  of  which  we  came  to 
an  anchor.  The  fea  at  length  ranfo 
high,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  we 
kept  the  boats  above  water  ;  we 
therefore  took  the  people  out  of  the 
yawl,  and  let  her  drive  on  ffiore  ;  the 
danger  we  were  then  in  leading  us  to 
apprehend  that  it  would  not  be  long 
before  we  mull  follow  her  :  our  ap~ 

prehenflons 
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prehenfions  and  horrors  increafing, 
as  the' boats  began  to  drive  towards 
the  fhore,  and  as  we  had  no  means 
left  to  prevent  it,  we  were  kept  a- 
wake  all  night ;  but  by  good  provi¬ 
dence  our  boats  kept  afloat-  till  an¬ 
other  morning. 

Friday ^  July  I  g.  Being;  reduced 
to  two  boats  for  the  whole  number, 
at  day-light  we  made  fail*,  in  hopes 
to  get  out  to  fea  far  enough  to  keep 
our  boats  clear  of  the  furf,  which 
ran  very  high  in  fhore  ;;  but  every 
effort  proving  fruitlefs,-  we  were 
obliged  to  put  the  boats  before  the 
wind  for  the  fhore,  t ruffing  to  Pro¬ 
vidence  to  alleviate  our  misfortunes, 
and  foften  thofe  hardfhips  cn  the 
land,  which  we  could  no  longer  fuf- 

B-  2  .  tain 
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tain  at  Tea.  Being  now  before  the 
wind,  which  blew  ftrong,  and  having  . 
a  heavy  fwell,  we  foon  got  on  fhore 
in  the  long  boat  ;  and  by  God's  af~ 
fiflanee  we  were,  every  man,  landed 
fafe,  being  twenty ^feven  in  n umber r 
When  we  had  faved  as  many  things 
as  we  could  that  were  in  the  long 
boat,  we  ftood  upon  the  beach,  wait¬ 
ing  the  landing  of  the  pinnace,  the 
being  yet  fome  diflance  off,  and 
feemingly  in  great  danger,  being  leis 
qualified  for  encountering  with  the 
fea  than  our  boat.  Our  anxiety  and 
apprehensions  increafed  as  fhe  drew 
nearer  the  fhore  \  nor  were  they 
without  foundation;  for,,  when  (he 
was  about  half  a  mile  from  the  ffiorer 
we  had  the  mortification  to  fee  her,, 
being  before  the  furf,,  flern  turned 


over 
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over  head,  .which  overwhelmed  all 
that  were  in  her, .being  fieven  in  num«- 
ber,  four  of  whom  with  difficulty 
reached  the  fhore,  and  three  were 
drowned,  viz.  King  Lapliam,  car-; 
penter,  Ebenezer  Grant,  mariner^ 
and  .Nathaniel  jSeaver  jun.  m err 
chant's  fon.  The  grief  of  the.  father  j 
who  flood  an  unhappy  .fpexhator  of 
this, melancholy  pataftrophe,  .finding 
his  fon  to  be  among  the  number  of 
thofe  who  perlfhed,  may  be  more  ea* 
fily  imagined  than  defcribed* 

/.  - Wf  a-T  v.W  .  ,  ,  .  *  JL< 

t 

Having  faved  fome  of  our  fails 
from  the  long  boat,  and  the  fpars 
having  drifted  on  fhore,  the  morn-*®*' 
ing  being  mifty,  we  went  to  work  to 
raife  a  tent,  to  keep  ourfelves  as 
much  as  wc  could  from  the  inclem- 
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ency  of  the  weather;  which  we 
foon  effected.  About  nine  o'clock, 
the  fun  made  its  appearance,  which 
afforded  us  an  opportunity  of  drying 
our  clothes,  and  other  things  we  had 
collected  on  the  beach,  which  came 
on  fhore  from  the  boats.  In  walk¬ 
ing  the  beach,  we  found  a  mufket 
and  powder  horn*  by  means  of 
which  we  kindled  a  fire,  and  made 
fhift  to  cook  a  fmall  pig  that  had 
fwam  on  lhore  from  the  long  boat  t  . 
it  proved  a  very  delicious  meal,  be¬ 
ing  the  firft  we  had  eat  from  the  time 
of  the  fhip's  going  o»  fhore.-  Hav¬ 
ing  thus  refrefhed  ourfelves,  and 
thinking  we  were  pretty  fecure,  not 
having  feen  a  living  creature  fince 
our  landing,  and  being  much  fatigu¬ 
ed.;  having  had  no  reft  the  preceding 

-  night. 
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wight,  we  lay  down  to  deep  ;  but,  to 
our  great  furprife  and  misfortune, 
about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
we  were  alarmed  by  eighteen  ravag¬ 
es,  on  camels,  armed-  with  {pears, 
cutlaftes  and  knives,  who  miked  up- 
on  us,  before  we  were  aware  of 
them  ;  and,  being  in  a  very  ordina¬ 
ry  ftate  of  defence,  we  could  make 
but  a  weak  refinance  :  our  Captain, 
however,  Sc  fome  others,  exhorted  us 
to  defend  ourfelves,  and  proted  our 
property  ;  and  in  relifting  them  when 
they  attempted  to  ftrip  him,  he  receive 
ed  feveral  {light  cuts,  but  fufte:  ed  no 
material  injury  thereby.  Being  in 
no  condition  to  oppofe  them,  they 
robbed  us  of  every  thing  we  had,  e- 
\en  ftripping  the  Ihirts  from  off  our 
backs  ;  and  to  get  from  Mr.  Seaver 

his 


4  (  22  ) 

his  hair  ribbon,  they  cut  off  the  hair 
elofe  to  his  head.  We  importuned 
them,  by  figns  and  g  eft  u  res,  to  leave 
us  Tome  old  clothes  to  cover  us,  to 
prevent  the  fun  from  burning  our 
ikin  ;  which,  after  fome  hefitation, 
they  did,  finding  the  fpoih  more  than 
they  could  conveniently  carry  away  ; 
fo  that  every  man  was  left  with  fome 
article  of  clothing  :  fome  had  a  ftiirt 
— fome  a  jacket — fome  a  pair  of 
trowfers — and  one  nothing  but  a 
ftrip  of  canvas  to  tie  round  him,  ex¬ 
cept  a  hat  on  his  head,  which  every 
man  had,  there  being  a  number  in  a 
trunk  which  came  afhore,  and 
which  the  Arabs  feemed  to  difregard. 
'They  now  feparated  the  Blacks  from 
the  Whites  ;  and  finding  that  the  Af¬ 
rican  (named  Juba  Hill,  who  came 
<  -  ,  ^  ,  out 
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trot  from  Bofton  cook  of  the  (hip.) 
{poke  the  fame  language  we  did, 
they  took  him  from  the  reft,  bound 
him,  and  kept  him  ;  he  trying  to  us 
in  the  greateft  diftrels*,  to  attempt 
his  rekafe  ;  but  this  was  entirely  out 
of  our  power,  and  we  expeded  eve- 

v  V  , 

ry  moment  to  be  treated  in  the  fame 
manner  ourfelves,  or  to  be  in  ft  ant  ly 
put  to  death  if  we  made  any  refift- 
ance.  Under  this  anxiety  of  mind, 
we  laboured  awhile,  in  doubt  of  what 
would  be  done  to  us  ;  or  what  to  do 
ourfelves  ;  at  length  we  determined, 
if  they  feized  on  any  one  of  us,  to 
refcue  him,  or  die  in  the  attempt* 
Soon  afterwards  came  three  or  four 
more  Arabs,  whom  we  fuppofed,  by 
their  appearance  and  condu&,  to  be 
fome  of  their  merchants  who  traded 

in 


mthc  country  ;  thefie  affifbed  in  col¬ 
lecting  the  fpoil,  and  loading  the 
camels  with  it.  Having  thus  far 
waited  the  refult  of  their  proceed¬ 
ings  with  various  thoughts  and  lug- 
geflions,  about  five  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  they  permitted  us,  with  the 
thirteen  remaining  blacks,  to  leave 
them,  but  not  without  fending  two 
of  their  number,  armed,  as  a  guard, 
along  with  us,  to  fee  us  to  a  fhort 
diflance,  probably  conjecturing  we 
might  have  fomething  hid  in  the  fand. 
When  the  guard  left  us,  they  in¬ 
formed  us,  as  well  as  we  could  . un- 
derltand  them,  that  we  might  travel 
to  Mulkat  in  five  days.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  was  far  from  being  true,  as  we 
were  then  four  or  five  hundred  miles 
in  a  direct  line  from  it,  and  the 

fhortefi:  . 
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fhorteft  route  by  land  was  doubtlefs 
twice  that  length  ;  add  to  this,  that 
our  way  lay -through  fields  of  burn¬ 
ing  fands,  and  over  mountains  of 

i 

rocks  and  precipices,  affording  nei¬ 
ther  food  to  eat  or  water  to  drink — 
»  • 

expofed,  naked,  in  the  day  time  to  a 
fcorching  fun,  and  in  the  night,  to 
cold  and  heavy  dews-— and  to  the 
continual  depredations  of  thieves  and 
robbers— with  no  other  guide,  a 
great  part  of  the  journey,  than  the 
heavenly  bodies,  and  the  courfe  of 

the  fea— and  without  even  the  pity 

\  * 

of  man  to  foften  our  fate.  Rejoic¬ 
ed,  however,  that  thefe  inhuman 
plunderers  had  quitted  us,  we  began 
our  wearifome  journey,  clothed  with 
the  remnants  which  the  Arabs  had 
left  us,,  and  in  as  good  health  as  could 

C  be 


(  2«  ) 

be  expedled  after  our  fatigues,  ex«* 
cepting  Mr.  Seaver,  who  had  been  ill 
a  great  part  of  the  paffage,  and  was 
flow  quite  weak,  but  who  prefervcd 
a  courage  and  firmnefs  which  gave  , 
fpirits  to  the  reft,  and  did  honour  to 
himfelf.  We  travelled  along  the 
beach  till  dark,  when,  finding  our- 
felves  much  fatigued,  we  lay  down 
in  the  fandto  deep. 

Saturday,  July  14.-^ We  arofe  a~ 
gain,  and  preceded  on  our  journey*. 
About  nine  o’clock,  we  faw  three 
Arabs,  fifhing,  who  feemed  to  fhew 
fome  fear  at  Ouf  approach,  and  a 
wifh  to  avoid  us  :  we  paffed  them 
without  taking  any  further  notice  of 
them.  About  an  hour  after,  we 
obferved  at  the  head  of  the  beach, 

fevcral 
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feveral  paths  which  Teemed  to  lead 
into  the  country.  We  followed  thefe 
paths  fome  way,  till  we  loft  light  of 
the  beach,  and  coming  to  a  valley,  faw 
fome  vines,  which  bore  fomething 
very  much  refembling  our  watermen 
©ns,  both  outfide  and  in  ;  but  on  tail¬ 
ing  them,  we  found  them  fo  bitter, 
that  we  could  not  eat  them.  There 
was  now  a  difference  of  opinion, 
whether  it  would  be  better  to  keep 
on  in  thefe  paths,  or  return  to  the 
.beach  and  follow  its  courfe.  Some 
were  in  hopes,  that  by  keeping  in¬ 
land,  they  might  find  inhabitants, 
who  would  Ihew  them  more  com- 
pallion  than  we  had  met  with  on  the 
Tea  Ihore  ;  while  others  apprehended 
it  would  be  an  imprudent  and  dan¬ 
gerous  experiment,  and  were  of  o- 

pinion, 
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pinion,  that  it  would  be  bell  to  keep 
along  the  beach,  which  tended  to 
lead  us  mod:  to  the  eaftward,  and 
which  was  the  cotirfe  we  were  pur- 
fuing.  Contemplating  awhile  on 
the  circumftances,  the  Captain,  Mr. 
Robert  Williams,  Benjamin  Wil¬ 
li  ams,  Thomas  Barnard,  and  all  the 
Blacks,  took  the  inland  road  ;  and 
the  remainder  of  us  chofe  to  travel 
the  beach.  About  noon,  we  faw 
three  Arabs,  filling  ;  we  made  what 
figns  we  could  to  them,  to  make 
them  underhand  that  we  wanted 
water,  and  they  walked  along  with 
us,  until  they  brought  us  to  a  place 
where  were  two^  more  of  their 
filhermen  :  being  now  five  of  them 
in  number,  each  having  a  large 
bludgeon,  they  went  about  to  fearch 

if 
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If  we  had  any  money  ;  finding  them-* 
felves  difappointed  in  that,  they  rob¬ 
bed  us  of  fome  books  and  papers, 
and  from  one  they  took  an  old  piece 
of  canvas  with  which  he  had  covered 
his  nakednefs  ;  having  done  this, 
they  let  us  go  ;  and  we  proeeded  on, 
without  getting  any  water  ;  after 
travelling  fome  time,  we  difcovered 
a  fpot  on  the  upper  part  of  the  beach, 
that  appeared  as  if  there  was  water 
wanting  to  force  its  way  up  ;  we 
therefore  began  to  dig  and  fcrape  as 
well  as  we  could  with  our  hands  ; 
having  dug  to  fome  depth,  and  find¬ 
ing  no  water,  we  gave  over  the  ob- 
jedl,  and  betook  ourfelves  to  our 
journey  again  ;  but  the  fun  being  in- 
k  krtenfely  hot,  the  fand  fcorching  our 
feet^and  having  had  nothing  to  allay 
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our  hunger,  or  quench  our  thirft* 
the  preceding  nor  all  that  day,  it  was 
with  much  difficulty  the  major  part 
of  us  could  walkat  all.  Providence 
at  this  time  directing  to  our  view  a 
(ingle:  Arab,,  we  flopped  him,  and 
made  him  underfland  that  we  wanted 
water  :  he  pointed  us  to  the  top  of 
a  precipice  which  was  at  fome  dis¬ 
tance  before  us,  where,  as  we  under¬ 
flood  him,  we  could  findwater  :■  we 
accordingly  haflened  with  all  poffi- 
ble  diligence  toward  the  hill y  and  in 
a  fhort  time  gained  its  fummit,. 
where,,  after  fome  fearchy  we  found 
a  {mall  well,  which  contained  fome  * 
brackiffi  water  y  but  being  very 
thirfly,  we  drank  our  fill,  and 
found  ourfelves  much  refrefhed 
by  it.  After  refling  ourfelves  a  lit— 
L tie 


tie  while  at  this  place,  we  again  re* 
fumed  our  journey,  but  had  not 
walked  far  before  we  faw  at  fonfe 
diftance  a  number  of  men  coming 
toward  us,  whom  we  at  firft  took  to 
be  favages  ;  but  flopping  a  while  to 

i 

view  them  more  attentively,  we 
were  happy  to  find  them  to  be  our 
own  people,  who  had  parted  with 
us  in  the  morning.  Being  once 
more  joined  in  company,  they  in¬ 
formed  us  they  had  had  water  ;  and 
we  walked  all  together  down  to  the 
fea  fide  again.  Soon  after,  we  heard 
a  dog  bark  ;  from  which  we  conjee* 
tured  there  mu  ft  be  frefh  water  at 

i 

no  great  diftance  and  looking  up 
to  the  top  of  a  final!  mountain,  we 
difeovered  two  dogs,  but  could  not 
call  them  to  us.  This  part  of  the 

coafl 


eoaft  being  very  mountainous,  aflef 
fome  time  fpent  in  fearching,  we 
found  a  fpring  of  good  water,  and 
having  found  fome  dry  fharks  bones 
upon  the  beach,,  where  we  inlagined 
fome  of  the  barbarians  had  been  eat¬ 
ing  fome  days  before,  we  eat  them* 
and  haying  drank  plentifully  at  the 
ipring,  we  felt  ourfeives  fomewhat 
refrefhed,  as  it  was  two  days  and  a 
night  fin ce  we  had  eat  any  thing*. 
It  being  now  almoft  night,  we  walk^ 
ed  to  a  rock  we  faw  at  a  little  dis¬ 
tance,  that  hung  over  the  beach/  and 
feemed  calculated  to  afford  us  fome 

j 

ihelter  from  the  heavy  dew  that  falls 
on  that  coaft,  under  which  we  lay,  in 
hopes  to  have  fome  reft  ;  but  being 
£o  intimidated  and  frightened  by  the 
yells  and  cries  of  wild  beafts,  which. 
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we  fuppofed,  came  to  the  fpring  to 
drink  in  the  night,  we  could  fleep 
none  all  night.  We  knew  fome  of 
thefe  creatures  to  be  jackalls  ;  but, 
from  the  different  noifes  we  heard1, 
were  fearful  there  were  more  dan- 

i  ' 

gerous  animals  among  them. 

Sunday ,  July  15. — At  day  light, 
we  found  fome  of  the  blacks  were 
miffing,  and  the  remaining  ones  (ex¬ 
cepting  the  captain's  fervant)  parted 
from  us  foon  after,  taking  the  road 
to  travel  they  mofi  approved  of :  the 
reft  of  us  continued  walking  the 
beach  along  until  nine  o'clock,  when 
we  afcended  a  mountain  in  hopes  of 
finding  water ;  having  gained  the 
top  of  the  mountain,  we  law.  at 
fome  diftance  behind  us,  a  number 
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©f  favages,  who  Teemed  to  be  comb¬ 
ing  after  ns,  in  Tome  hafte  ;  but  not 
overtaking  us,  we  conjectured  they 
had  gone  another  way*  We  contin- 
ued  walking  acroTs  the  mountain  till 
twelve  o'clock,  but  finding  nothing 
either  to  eat  or  drink,  nor  the  leait 
profpeCt  of  getting  any  thing,  we  di¬ 
vided  ourfelves,  rather  by  accident, 
into  three  parties,  each  hoping  to 
find  a  road  that  might  bring  them 
to  To  me  thing  which  might  Tave  them 
from  peri diing  with  hunger  and: 
third:*  O  lr  party  condlbed  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Johnfon,  Mr.  lobert  Williams,, 
Benjamin  Williams,  John  Daniels,. 
William  Leghorn,  John  Rowe,  Tho¬ 
mas  Barnard,  James  Leatherby,  John 
Quincy,  nyyfelf,  and  Manno,  the 
$ajpuiifs  fervant.  Charles  Lapham, 

Valentine 
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Valentine  Bagley,  Solomon  Buthby, 
Samuel  Lahaand  Gilbert  Fofs,  form¬ 
ed  another  party  ;  and  Mr.  Seaver 
and  Mr.  Ockington,  c hoofing  to  go  by 
themfelves,  made  the  third.  This 
was  the  laft  1  faw  of  thefe  two,  and 
©f  fome  of  the  others*  The  other 
parties  left  us,  and  went  their  way. 
We  (being  eleven  m-number)  faw  at 
•fome  diflance  a  rock,  whofe  head 
reached  conlider ably  above  the  other 
part  of  the  mountain,  and  afforded 
fome  {hade  that  would  (belter  us 
from  the  fua,  whofe  heat  was  almoft 
infupportable  :  under  this  rock  we 
lay  down  until  the  fun  had  declined, 
and  become  fomewhat  more  tolera¬ 
ble.  About  four  o’clock  we  again 
proceeded  on,  and  travelled  until 
fun-fet,  when  we  de&ended  the 

mountain 
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mountain  into  a  valley  near  the 
beach,  in  hopes  of  finding  water 
there,  but  were  unhappily  difap- 
pointed.  Finding  no  water,  we  af- 
cended  the  mountain  again.  It  be¬ 
ing  by  this  time  quite  dark,  we  lay 
down  under  a  rock,  which  formed  a 
kind  of  fmall  cave,  where  we  flept 
fecurely  all  that  night. 

Monday ,  July  16.  At  day-light  we 
rofe  again,  and  proceeded  along  the 
mountain  to  the  eaftward,  until  about 

■%  •;i»*  ' 

9  o’clock.  By  this  time  the  rays  of 
the  fun  had  become  fo  intenfely  hot, 

and  we  fo  weak  and  faint  for  want 

\  .  *■ 

of  food  and  water,  that  it  was  with 
difficulty  that  any  of  us  could  walk 
at  all  ;  and  Benjamin  Williams* 
William  Leghorn  and  Thomas  Bar¬ 
nard 
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Bat'd,  whofe  bodies  Vvrere  expo  fed 
naked  to  the  fcorching  fun,  finding 
their  ftrength  and  fpirits  quite  ex- 
haufled,  lay  down,  expecting  no¬ 
thing  but  death  for  relief.  In  this 
deplorable,  melancholy  condition  we 
left  them,  without  being  able  to  af¬ 
ford  them  the  leaf!  help  or  confola- 
ticn,  nature  calling  for  all  our  exer¬ 
tions  to  preferve  our  own  lives. 
We  therefore  continued  our  jour¬ 
ney,  but  not  without  being  much 
di (heartened  and  difmayed,  at  feeing 
cur  poor  fellow  fufferers,  exhaufted 
with  hunger  and  fatigue,  giving  over 
the  thought  of  living  any  longer, 
and  resigning  themlelves  to  the  arms 
of  death.  About  an  hour  after  this, 
Capt.  Johnibn  and  his  fervant  left 
us,  and  took  another  way,  more  in- 
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land.  The  remainder  of  ns  (being 
now  but  fix  in  number)  fli'll  purfued 
our  ufual  track,  until  near  twelve 
o’clock,  when  we  reached  a  fhady 
place  at  the  fide  of  a  rock,  where 
we  lay  down  till  about  three  o’clock  : 
we  then  got  up,  and  proceeded  on 

again  until  near  fix  o’clock,  when 
Mr.  Williams,  John  Rowe  and  John 
Daniels  took  another  way  by  them- 
felves.  The  three  of  us  that  were 
left  walked  once  more  down  to  the 
beach,  where  we  faw  feveral  old 
falling  nets,  but  nothing  in  them. 
Having  been  two  days  without  a 
morfel  of  any  thing  to  eat,  or  a  drop 
of  any  thing  to  drink  but  our  own 
urine  or  fait  water,  we  grew  very 
weak  and  faint :  however,  we  walk- 
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cd  on  till  ..night,  and  then  lay  down 
on  the  beach  and  went  to  fleep. 

Tuejday ,  July  17.— At  day  light 
we  role  again  and  proceeded  on  our 
journey.  Having  a  long,  hard,  Tandy 
beach  to  walk,  the  travelling  was 
fomewbat  lefs  painful  than  that  of 
the  mountains.  About  nine  o’clock 
we  met  Mr.  Robert  William^,  John 
Rowe  and  John  Daniels  again,  who, 
we  found,  had  fared  no  better  than 
ourfelves.  .About  an  hour  after¬ 
wards,  we  came  to  a  rocky  point 
that  projedled  into  the  Tea,  about 
Which  we  found  many  crabs  and  coc¬ 
kles,  which  afforded  us  great  relief. 
James  Leatherby  now  left  us,  and 
walked  up  to  the  mountain  again,  in 
hopes  of  getting  water.  The  red 

uE&lv  *  of 
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of  us  walked  along  the  beach  until 
about  eleven  o’clock,  when,  looking 
up  to  the  top  of  the  mountain,  I  faw 
Leatherby,  and  made  ufe  of  fome 
endeavours  to  perfuade  them  all  to 
go  up  to  him  ;  but  they  all  declined, 
except  Mr.  Williams  and  myfelf, 
who  parted  with  the  reft  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  afcended  the  mountain  as 
fail  as  we  could,  but  could  fee  no¬ 
thing  of  him.  When  we  had  reach¬ 
ed  the  top  of  the  hill,  Mr.  Williams 
thought  it  was  bed:  to  keep  the  in¬ 
land  road,  or  rather  find  our  road 
over  the  mountains.  We  defcend^ 
ed  the  mountain,  and  travelled  acrofs 
a  neck  of  land,  which  our  company 
ions  upon  the  beach  mull  have  walk¬ 
ed  round,  which  fnortened  our  dis¬ 
tance  conftderabjy.  We  had  not 

•  ■  \  #«. 

walked; 
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walked  far  before  we  came  to  a 
mountain,  on  the  fides  of  which  we 
found  large  quantities  of  brimlicne, 
which  feemed  to  have  been  thrown 
out  by  an  eruption.  Palling  this,  we 
came  to  another  mountain,  on  the 
top  of  which  was  a  level  piece  of 
ground  covered  with  a  fubftanc6 
that  appeared  tranfparent,  very  much 
like  iling-glafs.  We  palTed  this  alfo, 
and  travelled  until  about  one  o’clock, 
when  I  became  fo  weak  with  fatigue 
and  want  of  bodily  nourifhment, 
and  the  fun  fo  hot,  that  I  could  n 6 
longer  fupport  myfelf,  and  fell  to 
the  ground,  and  began  to  defpair  of 
ever  riling  again.  But,  by  the  blef- 
fing  of  God,  my  ftrength  revived, 
and  I  was  enabled  to  rife  again  in 
about  half  an  hour,  Mr.  Williams 

D  2  having 
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having  been  fo  good  as  to  flay  Vy  me 
during  this  conflict  :  when  I  role,  we 
walked  down  toward  the  beach,  and 
I  went  immediately  and  bathed  m.y- 
felf  in  the  fait  water,  which  afford-? 
ed  me  great  relief:  then  walking 
back  to  the  head  of  the  beach,  Ltook 
off  what  rags  I  had;  on,  and  fpread 
them  to  dry.  Mean  while  Mr.  Wil* 
liams  and  I  lay  down  under  the  rock, 
and  flept  for  a  while  tolerably  eafy* 
When  I  awoke,  I  went  down  to  the 
fea  fide,  and  caught  a*  few.  crabs* 
which  afforded  us~a  tolerable  good 
meal.  Although  we  found  ourfelves 
confiderably  refrefhed,  yet,  fo  def- 
perate  were  our  cireumflances,  that 
I  propofed  to  Mr.  Williams  to  re* 
main  and  end  our  exiflence  at:  this 
place  j  but  he  having  (till  iome  hope 

of 
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©f  getting  to  Mufkat,  we  concluded 
to  let  out  again  .  About  five  o’clocky 
we* met  Captain  Johnfon  and  his  ier- 
vant,  who  informed  us  that  he  had 
feen  Mr.  Seaver  and  Mr.  Ockington, 
whom  he  left  in  a  very  low  condi¬ 
tion.  Soon  after,  James  Leatherby 
overtook  us,  and  wre  all  walked' to¬ 
gether  till  near  fun  down r  when  we 
faw  a  parcel  of  fmall  rocks  in  a  low,, 
watry  marfh,  where  we  found  a 
quantity  of  fmall  fifh  in  nets  ;  but 
our  mouths  were  fo  parched  and 
dried  for  want  of  water,  that  we 
could  noteatanv  of  them.  We  im¬ 
agined  there  mu  ft  be  frefh  water 
near,  from  this  being  a  place  of  fifh- 
ing  ;  and  the  Captain  went  back  to¬ 
ward  the  country,  in  fear ch. of  fome, 
and. left  us  on  the  beach,  to  wait  hi$ 

return  $ 
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Return  ;  but  it  growing  dark,  am}  no 
appearance  of  his  coming,  we  fol- 
lowed  him,  and  walked  until  it  was 
very  dark,  in  quell  of  him.  Now 
miffing  Mr.  Williams,  I  returned  in 
iearch  after  him,  and  found  him  a- 
lleep  at  the  fide  of  a  rock.  I  awoke 
him,  and  we  foon  overtook  our  par^> 
ty,  but  could  find  nothing  of  the 
Captain.  Having  now  nothing  but 
our  urine  for  drink,  we  lay  down  ta 
fl cap*  r  •* *'tVu 

IVcdneJday,  July  1 8.—^ About  five 
o'clock  we  began  our  ufual  hard  la¬ 
bour,  fomewhat  more  inland  ;  and, 
walking  until  noon,  we  met  two 
women  with  a  goat  Ikin  full  of  wa¬ 
ter  ;  we  importuned  them  fame  time 
Swc  fame  of  the  water  to  drink  ;  at 
y.i  v  length 
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length  they  underflood  wliat  we 
wanted,  and  gave  us  about  three 
pints  of  w'ater  each,  and  made  us 
underfland  where  we  might  get 
more.  We  immediately  plied  our- 
felves  the  road  they  dire&ed  us  ;  and 
after  travelling  fome  didance,  we 
met  two  men  and  lix  women,  who  at 
firfl  treated  us  very  ho  (pit  ably,  and 
gave  us  as  much  water  as  we  want¬ 
ed  ;  they  gave  us  alio  three  fniall 
fifties  each  ;  but,  our  mouths  being 
fo  fore  for  want  of  continual  moifl- 
ure,  we  could  not  eat  them.  Their 
thievifh  difpofition  now  began  to 
make  its  appearance  ;  for  one  of  the 
women,  taking  a  fancy  to  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liams's  fhoes,  went  immediately  and 
took  them  off  his  feet ;  they  took 
from  James  Leatherby  liis  fhirt,  and 
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from  me  my  hair  ribbon  ;  and,  the 
men  Handing  over  ns  with  large 
bludgeons  in  their  hands,  we  durft 
make  no  refinance.  Having  gratifi¬ 
ed  their  curiofity,  and  taken  from 
tis  whatever  attra&ed  their  attention, 
they  made  figns  to  us  to  go  away, 
which  we  did  ;  and  walking  down 
toward  the  beach,  we  overtook  the 
Captain,  who  informed  us  that  he 
had  got  water,  fince  he  left  us,  of 
fome  of  the  Arabs  ;  but  that  in  re¬ 
turn  they  had  taken  from  him  his 
trowfers.  We  travelled  along  the 
beach  until  about  4  o’clock,  when, 
feeing  a  number  of  trees  and  bufhes, 
we  went  among  them,  in  hopes  of 
finding  fome  water,  but  unfortunate¬ 
ly  found  none.  James  Leatherby, 

1 Vlanno  the  Captain’s  fervant,  and. 
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myfelf,  laid  down  under  a  bulb  and 
tried  to  deep,  leaving  the  Captain 
and  Mr.  Williams  to  go  on  before 
us,  as  we  could  overtake  them  in  a 
jfhort  time,  being  more  accuftomcd 
to  walk  barefooted  than  they  were, 
we  having  been  deftitute  of  fhoes 
the  whole  journey.  Having  laid  a~ 
bout  an  hour,  we  got  up  again,  and 
took  the  road  the  Captain  and  Mr. 
Williams  had  gone  before  :  we  trav¬ 
elled  in  this  track  over  nearly  three 
miles  of  land,  the  furface  of  which 
was  covered  with  broken  flint  (lone, 
which  rendered  our  travelling  very 
irkfome  and  painful  indeed.  Hav1- 
Ing  at  length  with  much  difficulty 
paded  it  over,  we  difcovered,  at  a 
diftance  before  us,  Captain  Johnfon 
fupporting  Mr.  Williams  as  he  walk- 
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ed,  who  having  loft  his  fhoes,  and 
not  being  accuftomed  to  go  without 
them,  his  feet  were  fo  tender,  and 
fo  wounded  with  the  ftones,  that  he 
was  fcarcely  able  to  walk  at  all  :  we 
foon  overtook  them  ;  and  not  long 
after  we  met  three  favages  with  one 
camel  :  perceiving  they  had  water 
on  their  camel,  we  made  figns  to 
them  that  we  would  be  very  thank¬ 
ful  for  a  little  of  it;  they  accord¬ 
ingly  filled  us  a  cup  that  contained 
about  a  pint,  which  was  all  we  could 
perfuade  them  to  afford  us  :  this  we 
divided  among  ourfelves  with  a  fhell 
of  a  filli,  which  we  carried  with  u$ 
for  the  purpofe  of  drinking  out  of. 
The  Savages  then  taking  a  liking  to 
a  jacket  which  the  Captain’s  fervant 
had  on,  they  took  it  from  him  and 

went 
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went  their  way.  At  fun-fet  we  faw 
at  a  diftanee  a  number  of  wild  date 
trees,  which  we  went  to,  but  not 
without  much  fear  of  meeting  with 
Arabs  among  them.  ;  but  not  difeov- 
ering  any  living  creature  there,  we 
l>egan  to  fearch  for  water,  and  fooa 
found  a  fraall  well,  which  appeared 
to  have  been  lately  dried  up  :  we 
dug  down  fome  little  depth,  and 
found  water  ;  but  it  was  very  mud¬ 
dy,  and  proved  of  very  ill  confe- 
quence  to  us,  our  bodies  being  fo 
empty  that  it  went  through  almofl 
inflantly,  as  we  drank  it.  Being 
now  dark,  we  lay  down  and  went 
to  deep,  where  we  refled  without 
moleflation  that  night. 

t  *7  <  ’  ■■ 

Tkurfday ,  July  19. — At  day  light 
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we  began  our  courfe  again  over  the 
mountains,  there  being  a  long  neck 
of  land  proje&ing  toward  the  fea, 
which  would  have  lengthened  our 
journey  confiderably  by  going  round 
it.  About  nine  o’clock,  having  gain¬ 
ed  with  difficulty  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  looking  down  to  the 
beach,  we  faw  an  Arab,,  filling  : 
finding  no  water  on  the  mountains, 
we  went  down  to  the  beach  again, 
where  the  Arab  was,  and  made  him 
nnderftand  our  neceffity  ;  and  he 
was  humane  enough  to  take  us  to  a 
valley  where  we  found  a  fpring  of 
very  good  water.  At  this  place  we 
faw  a  great  number  of  birds,  fome 
of  which  appeared  like  eagles,  fome 
were  ttirky-buzzards,  and  there  were 
different)  kinds  of  fmall  birds.  Hav¬ 
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ing  drank  fufEciently,  the  place  being 
(haded  with  (mall  bullies,  we  fat  or 
lay  down  until  about  four  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon — we  then  proceded  on 
again,  and  travelled  along  to  the 
foot  of  a  mountain.  When  we  were 
at  the  fpring,  Mr.  Williams's  flrength 
ami  fpirits  failed  him  fo  much,  that 
he  was  unwilling  we  (hould  leave 
that  place  when  we  did  ;  and  now  he 
was  fa  exhaufted,  that  lie  fell  con- 
fiderably  in  the  rear,  and  appeared 
fcarcely  able  to  walk,  and  almoft  in- 
fenfible  of  his  condition  ;  and  we 
concluded  that  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  contend  any  longer  with 
us  againft  the  hardlhips  of  the  jour¬ 
ney,  more  efpecially  as  there  was  no 
pro(pe&  of  its  having  an  end,  nine 
.  days  having  already  elapfed  fince  our 
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misfortune  in  the  fhip  began,  and 
not  the  leaf!:  appearance  of  drawing 
near  Mufkat,  or  any  other  place  of 
refuge  from  the  cruelty  of  the  bar¬ 
barians  :  we  therefore  with  reluc¬ 
tance  left  him  to  the  mercy  of  God, 
fullering  ourfelves  all  the  horrors 
that  fill  the-  mind  at  the  near  ap¬ 
proach  of  death.  We  then  afcend- 
ed.  the  mountain,  and  travelled  along 
it,  until  near  fun  fet,  when  we  des¬ 
cended  it  again,  and  walked  down  to 
the  beach,  where  we  found  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  crabs,  which  we  eat,  and1 
then  walked  fame  diflan.ce  back 
from  the  beach  again,  where  we  lay  ' 
down  and  went  to  deep.  In  the 
fore  part  of  the  day,  lorne  of  the 
company  were  driven  to  the  fad  ne- 
cefiity  of  making  ufe  of  a  fuftenance, 
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to  fave  them  from  perilhing,  too  dis¬ 
agreeable  to  be  named. 

Friday ,  July  2a. — At  day  break, 
we  fat  out  again  along  the  beach  j 
but  Captain  Johnfon's  finews  and 
nerves  had  been  fo  contra&ed  by  the 
fun  in  the  day  time,  and  chilled  by 
the  dews  at  night,  that  he  found  him- 
felf  unable  to  travel  any  longer  :  he 
therefore  concluded  he  mufl  make  his 
grave  at  that  place,  and  told  us  that 
he  could  not  wilh  us  to  make  any  de¬ 
lay  for  him,  but  advifed  us  to  make 
the  beft  of  our  way  along.  We  there¬ 
fore  took  our  leave  of  him:,  and 
left  him  in  a  limilar  condition  to 
thofe  we  had  left  before  ;  and  a 
point  we  had  to  go  round  Toon  hid 
him  from  our  light.  We  travelled 
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along  till  about  nine  o'clock,  wheir 
we  came  to  a  grove  of  fmall  trees 
and  bullies,  a  little  diflance  from  the 
beach,  where  we  found  as  many  as 
an  hundred  and  fifty  people,  who 
were  conflant  inhabitants  of  this 
dreary  abode,  without  a  hut  or  roof 
of  any  kind,  except  what  was  form¬ 
ed  by  the  trees,  for  flielter.  Here- 
was  their  baggage,  their  cooking  u- 
fcenfils,  and  a  great  number  of  fifh, 
which  appeared  to  have  been  lately 
caught.  In  the  midfl  of  this  grove 
was  a  good  fpring.  Here  we  found 
one  of  our  Lafcar  Tailors,  who  had 
been  at  the  place  four  days,  and  ap¬ 
peared  to  be'  in  as  good  health  as 
when  he  left  the  fliip.  The  great¬ 
er  part  of  thefe  people  were  women  ; 
from  the;  females  v/e  had  met  with. 
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we  had  commonly  received  kinder  u£ 
age  than  from  the  men.  They  gave 
ns  as  much  hill  and  water  as  we  could 
eat  and  drink,  and  even  gave  us  fifh 
to  carry  away  ;  for  which  we  thank- 

t.  ,  ,  '■ 

ed  Heaven  and  our  benefactors. 
Having  refrefhed  ourfelves  greatly 
from  this  piece  of  good  fortune,  we 
found  our  ftrength  confiderably  ref- 
tored,  and  our  Spirits  greatly  reviv¬ 
ed  ;  we  then  took  leave  of  our  hos¬ 
pitable  friends,  and  proceeded  along 
the  fea  fide  again,  the  Lafcar  choof- 
ing  to  remain  behind..  About  one 
o’clock,  we  difcovered  a  man  lying 
on  the  beach,  with  very  little  figns. 
of  life  in  him,  and  coming  to  him, 
found  it  to  be  Charles  Lapham,  in  a 
mod:  deplorable  condition,  having 
had  no  water  Since  lie  left  us,  which 
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was  five  days  :  we  told  him  where 
he  could  get  water,  at  about  two 
miles  diftance  :  after  many  efforts, 
he  got  upon  his  feet,  and  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  walk  :  feeing  him  in  fo  wretch¬ 
ed  a  condition,  I  could  not  but  fym- 
pathife  enough  with  him  in  his  fuf- 
ferings,  to  go  back  with  him,  though 
it  retarded  my  progrefs  in  my  jour¬ 
ney  enough  to  do  myfelf  material 
injury,  which  both  my  other  com¬ 
panions  refufed  to  do  :  accordingly, 
they  walked  forward,  while  I  went 
back  a  confiderable  diftance  with 
Lapham,  until,  his  ftrength  failing 
him,  he  fuddenly  fell  down  on  the 
ground  ;  nor  was  he  able  to  rife  up 
again,  or  even  fpeak  to  me  :  finding 
it  in  vain  to  ftay  with  him,  I  cover¬ 
ed  him  with  fprays  and  leaves  which. 
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I  tore  front  an  adjacent  tree,  it  being 
the  laffc  friendly  office  I  could  do 
him.  Thus  1  left  him,  and  about 
an  hour  after,  overtook  my  compan¬ 
ions  again.  Travelling  along  the 
beach,  about  four  o’clock  we  faw  z 
man,  a  woman,  and  three  children* 
of  whom  we  got  a  little  water,  but 
not  enough  to  quench  our  thirfh 
Leaving  them,  we  walked  until  near 
fun-fet.  Our  travelling  on  the  beach 
being  obftructed  by  reafon  of  the 
rocks  running  into  the  fea  fo.me  dis¬ 
tance,  and  very  high,  we  attended; 
the  mountains  again,  on  the  fide  of 
which,  we  found  a  vaft  number  of 
withered  date  trees,  under  and  a- 
bout  which  appeared  to  have  been 
the  habitation  of  fome  of  the  natives* 
which  was  now  evacuated.  We 
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found  nothing  here  that  afforded  us 
any  fatisfa&ion  ;  and,  leaving  it, 
we  walked  along  the  fide  of  the 
mountain  fome  diftance,  when,  com¬ 
ing  to  a  rock,  whofe  craggy  fide 
hung  over,  and’  formed  a  fort  of 
cave,  we  difcovered  two  of  our  late 
fhipm.ates,  viz.  Solomon  Buthby  and 
Valentine  Bagley,  lying  down  by  a 
little  flream  of  water  that  iffued 
from  the  rock,  which  was  the  frff 
they  had  found  fince  their  parting 
from  us.  We  were  happy  to  find 
each  other  yet  alive,  and  concluded 
to  travel  together  for  the  future,  as 
long  as  it  fhould  pleafe  God  that  we 
fhould  be  enabled  to  encounter  with 
the  hardfhips  of  the  journey.  The 
mantle  of  day  being  now  withdrawn, 
and  night  having  fpread  her  fhades 

around 
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.around  us,  we  all  lay  down  and  flept 
tolerably  well  during  the  night. 

Saturday ,  July  2 1 At  day  break, 
we  rofe  again,  much  refreshed  by 
-our  night's  reft,  and  applied  our- 
felves  to  our  daily  toil  and-  travel, 
beingnowfive  in  number.  We  walk¬ 
ed  along  together,  relating  to  each 
other  what  had  befallen  us  in  the 
time  of  our  feparation  ;  by  which 
we  found  that  Charles  Lapham  had 
been  left  by  Bagley  and  Buthby,  the 
preceding  day,  in  the  place  where 
we  found  him,  according  to  their 
defcription.  About  nine  o'clock, 
we  very  fortunately  got  fome  crabs 
and  cockles,  which  proved  a  very 
feafonable  relief:  having  cat  as 
much  as  fatisfied  us,  we  lay  down 

among 
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among  fome  biifhes  that  grew  at  a 
little  diftanc-e  from  the  beach,  the 
fun  being  fo  intenfely  hot,  that  we 
could  by  no  means  walk,  or  fcarcely 
ftand,  and  the  fandhad  alfo  fcorched 
our  feet  in  a  {hocking  manner.  Here 
xve  lay  until  about  three  o’clock* 
The  heat  of  the  fun  being  now 
fome  what  more  tolerable,  and  the 
tops  of  the  mountains  beginning  to 
call  a  little  (hade  to  the  eaftward, 
we  fat  out  again.  Leaving  the  fide 
of  the  mountain,  we  had  to  travel 
acrofs  a  neck  of  low  land,  which 
proje&ed  fo  far  toward  the  fea  that 
we  could  not  fee  its  extent,  upon 
which  we  met  two  Arabs,  who  were 
good  enough  to  give  us  water.  We 
left  them,  and  foon  after  reached 
the  eallern  fide  of  the  land,  where 
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-we  found' it  formed  a  deepbay,bound- 
ed  by  a  Tandy  beach,  which  we  walk¬ 
ed  till  near  five  o’clock,  when  we  met 
-feven  camels,  with  the  fame  number 
of  Arabs  attending  them.  We  endeav¬ 
oured  to  obtain  of  them  fome  infor¬ 
mation  refpefting  the  diflance  of 
Mufkat,  and  underflood  them  that 
they  had  been  only  one  day  from, 
thence.  However  we  might  mifun- 
derfland  them,  this  created  new  fpir- 
its  in  us,  and  we  began  to  think  our 
greatefl  hardhiips  at  an  end.  We 
made  them  underfland  that  we  want¬ 
ed  fomething  to  eat  and  drink  ;  and 
they  gave  us  a  handful  of  dates, 
which  is  a  fruit  that  grows  in  that 
country,  and  preferv-e  themfelves 
when  they  are  gathered  ripe  :  this 
was  all  we  could  get  of  them  to  eat : 

F  they 
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they  gave  us  a  plenty  of  water  to 
drink,  for  which  we  were  very 
thankfaL  Being  about  to  take  our 
leave  of  them,  they  robbed  Solomon 
Buthby  of  his  hat,  which  it  was  not 
in  our  power  to  prevent,  and  then 
fuffered  us  to  depart.  We  followed 
the  tracks  of  the  camels  over  the 
mountains  until  it  was  quite  dark, 
and  then  lay  down  upon  a  fand  bank 
to  fleep,  when  came  an  Arab,  who 
furveyed  us,  and  muttering  fome- 
thing  we  did  not  underflan d,  he  left 
us,  and  we  lay  without  further  mo- 
leflation  all  night,  covering  our  bod*- 
ies  with  the  fand  to  protect  us  from 
the  cold. 

* 

Sunday ,  July  22. — Awaking  at 
day-light  from  our  fleep,  and  finding 

ourfelves 
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ourfelves  much  refreshed,  and  that 
we  had  derived  confiderabte  benefit 
from  covering  ourfelves  with  fand, 
we  once  more  began  our  daily  trav¬ 
el,  and  walked  till  about  nine  o'¬ 
clock,  when  we  found  a  well  with 
very  good  water,  where  we  drank 
our  fill,  and  proceeded  on  our  jour¬ 
ney,  ft  ill  following  the  camels’ 
tracks,  till  about  eleven  o'clock, 
when,  finding  we  were  going  too 
much  inland,  we  turned  to  the  right 
hand  again,  in  order  to  gain  the 

beach  once  more,  which  we  found 
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very  hard  to  accomplifh,  having 
moft  tremendous  hills  of  fand  to 
climb  over,  which  appeared  like 
mountains  of  fhow  ;  and  the  fand 
was  fo  loofe,  that  it  gave  way  at  ev¬ 
ery  footftep,  fo  that  it  was  with 

great 
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great  difficulty  we  could  get  over' 
them  ;  the  rays  of  the  fun,  and  the' 
reflexion  from  the  fand,  being  fo 
hot,  that  it  fcorched  our  fkins  from 
head  to  foot.  Having  at  length  at¬ 
tained  the  ffiady  fide  of  thefe  hills, 
we  lay  down,  and  I  believe  flept  a- 
bout  two  hours.  When  we  awoke, 
it  being  about  four  o’clock,  we  def- 
cended  the  hills  into  the  valley  fea- 
ward,  where  we  fortunately  found 
two  huts,  or  fmall  dwelling  places, 
in  one  of  which  was  an  old  man,  in 
the  other  an  old  woman,  who  gave 
us  a  quantity  of  broiled  crabs,  which 
proved  to  us  a  delicious  meal ;  but 
they  could  give  us  no  water,  having 
none  in  the  huts,  and  the  water  of 
which  they  drank  being  at  a  great 
diflance.  After  returning  our  hum¬ 
ble 
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Me  thanks  for  what  they  had  fo  hos¬ 
pitably  afforded  us,  we  took  our 
leave,  and  proceeded  down  the  val¬ 
ley  until  near  fun-fet,  when  we  met 
with  two  men  who  took  us  to  an  ad¬ 
jacent  place,  where  they  gave  us  as 
much  water  as  we  would  drink.  Af¬ 
ter  many  figns  and  gellures  concern¬ 
ing  Mufkat,  they  underflood  that  we 
wanted  to  go  thither,  and  agreed  to 
provide  camels  and  guides  to  take 
us  there,  for  twenty-five  dollars  per 
man,  making  figns  with  their  fingers 
to  exprefs  the  number,  and  calling 
the  pieces  of  money  fluifh,  which  we 
found  were  dollars.  It  growing 
dark,  we  left  them  for  the  night, 
and  walking  to  the  fide  of  an  adja¬ 
cent  bank  in  the  fide  of  the  moun¬ 
tain,  we  went  to  deep. 

F  2  ' 


Monday, , 


.  (  66  > 

Monday y  July  23. — Early  in-  the 
morning  we  renewed  our  difbourfe 
with  the  Arabs,  and  agreed  with 
them  to  give  them  their  price  to 
carry  us  to  Mufkat,  in  hopes  on  our 
arrival  there  to  find  fome  more 
ebriftian-like  people,  who  would  ad¬ 
vance  the  money  for  our  labour  in 
their  fervice,  until  we  could  clear 
ourfelves  of  the  bondage.  Having 
got  fome  water  of  the  Arabs,  about 
feven  o'clock  we  fat  out  with  one  of 
them,  who  was  to  conduct  us  to  an 
iiland,  where  were  more  of  their 
company,  who  were  to  furnifh  us 
with  camels  for  our  journey  to  Muf¬ 
kat.  Having  walked  down  the  fide 
of  the  hill,  we  found  ourfelves  on  a 
white  beach,  the  mofl  beautiful  to 
appearance  that  l  ever  beheld,  the 
;  end 
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end  of  which  we  could  not  fee  to 
the  weflward  ;  and  taking  our  way 
eaflward,  we  walked  about  feven 
miles,  but  could  not  fee  its,  end  to 
the  eaftward.  It  was  about  two 
miles  in  breadth,  and  the  furface  of 
it  as  fair  to  look  upon  as  a  looking- 
glafs,  and  fo  hard  that  the  hoofs  of 
the  laden  camels  made  no  impreflion 
on  it.  At  length  we  came  oppofite 
to  the  ifland  we  were  to  go  over  to, 
which  was  about  two  miles  from  us,1 
and  which  it  appeared  aim  oft  impof- 
fible  that  ever  we  could  wade  to  or 
near  it,  there  being  a  very  ftrong 
current  running,  by  which  we  were  , 

i 

in  danger  of  being  carried  away,  be¬ 
ing  fo  weak  that  we  could  fcarcely 
walk  the  ground  where  there  was 
nothing  to  obftru&us.  However, 


our 
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our  guide  taking  the  water,  at  whic& 
he  was  very  expert,  we  followed  af¬ 
ter  ;  and  wading  through  from  two 
to  three  feet  water,  we  at  length 
reached  the  ifland,  where  we  found 
near  thirty  more  Arabs,  unto  whom 
our  guide  communicated  our  buft- 
nefs  ;  upon  which  they  fhewed  u$ 
fome  figns  of  civility.  Here  we 
ftaid  all  day,  without  having  any 
thing  to  eat  but  a  little  falted  fhark, 
which  is  the  moft  of  their  food  ; 
and  there  being  no  water  on  the  ifl- 
and,  we  fuiFered  much  for  want  of 
it,  efpecially  in  the  exceffive  heat  of 
the  day.  Late  in  the  afternoon  they 
gave  us  a  little  water,  which  was 
brought  over  to  the  ifiand  by  an 
Arab,  who  was  foon  after  follow¬ 
ed  by  another,  bringing  Captain 

Jphnfofr 
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Johnfon  with  him,  in  a  very  deplor¬ 
able  condition  indeed,  the  liin  having 
bred  infers  under  his  fkin,  which 
were  deflroying  the  fieih  on  his 
bones.  Captain  johnfon  having 
fallen  in  with  this  Arab,  he  had  a- 
greed  with  him  to  give  him  fifty 
dollars  to  carry  him  to  Mufkat  ; 
and  for  that  purpofe  he  was  brought 
to  this  ifland,  as  we  had  been.  The 
fun  having  declined,  the  Arabs  fhew- 
ed  us  a  cave  in  the  ifland,  where  we 
retired  and  went  to  deep. 

Tuefday ,  July  24. — At  day  light 
they  made  figns  to  us  that  we  were 
to  go  to  a  neighbouring  ifland,  for 
the  readier  attaining  to  the  camels 
when  they  were  ready  ;  and  having 
the  one  for  a  guide  that  conducted 

the 
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the  captain  hither,  we  began  our 

« 

route,  and  walked  a  considerable 
way  through  foft  mud,  that  had 
been  created  by  the  flowing  of  the 
water,  which  fatigued  us  very  much, 
the  fun  at  the  fame  time  haying  itt 
full  power  on  our  heads.  We  how¬ 
ever  at  length  reached  the  water, 
through  which  wc  had  to  wade  a- 
bout  a  mile,  it  being  full  three  feet 
deep,  which  rendered  it  very  diffi¬ 
cult.  But,  notwithflanding  our  be¬ 
ing  fo  weak,  by  God*s  affiftance  wo 
reached  the  fhore  we  were  plying 
for.  This  ifland  we  found  very 
thickly  inhabited,  difcovering  at  our 
firft  arrival  as  many  as  two  hundred 
in  number,  who  came  down  to  the 
beach  to  meet  us.  The  catching 
and  curing  of  fiffi  appeared  to  be  the 

bufinefs 
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bufinefs  of  thefe  iflanders  ;  and  with 
their  fifli  they  carried  on  a  traffick 
to  Mufkat.  Our  guide  having  in¬ 
formed  them  of  our  bufinefs,  they 
received  us  fomewliat  civilly  :  they 
gave  us  dates  to  eat,  and  water  to 
drink,  of  which  we  flood  in  great 
need,  and  fom  which  we  found  our- 
felves  much  refreflied.  But  finding 
no  kind^of  fhade  from  the  fun,  we 
were  very  often  in  fear  that  we 
fhould  die  with  its  heat,  it  having 
bliflered  our  fkin  from  our  heads  to 

our  feet  ;  and  our  mouths  were  fo 

.1%  ; 

parched,  and  our  lips  fo  fwoln,  that 
we  could  fcarcely  open  them  to  ad^ 
mit  of  eating  or  drinking  enough  to 
keep  us  alive.  Finding  no  fhade  to 
keep  us  from  the  heat  of  the  fun 
(the  favages  not  permitting  us  to  go 

under 
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Wider  their  tents,  or  to  eat  or  mi.be 
with  them)  we  fauntered  up  and 
down  the  fide  of  the  illand,  not  with* 
out  being  viewed  and  examined,  as 
objects  of  curiofity,  by  the  favages, 
who  palled  all  day  at  intervals. 
Towards  fun-let  they  gave  ns  fome 
dates  and  water  ;  and^to  lay  upon, 
and  cover  ourfelves  withal,  they 
gave  us  a  large  mat,  in  which  we  lay 

tolerably  well  all  night. 

\  * 

IV ednej day,  July  25. — About  five 
o'clock  they  awoke  us,  and  gave  us 
fome  dates  and  water,  which  we 
with  difficulty  fwallowed.  We 
walked  or  rather  fauntered  about  the 
ifland  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  to 
pafs  away  the  tedious  time,  which 
feemed  to  us  to  move  very  flowly. 

'  At 
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At  noon  they  gave  us  (harks  (ins  to 
eat,  which  they  had  broiled  upon 
the  fire,  and  water  to  drink :  the 
remaining  part  of  the  day  we  pafled 
as  the  former  :  at  fan-fet  we  had 
broiled  (harks  fins,  dates  and  water, 
and  at  night  we  lay  down  to  red,  in 
the  former  manner. 

Thurfday ,  July  26. — When  we  a- 
woke  in  the  morning,  the  Arabs 
brought  us  our  ufual  fare  ;  and  the 
time  Teeming  very  tedious  and  irk- 
fome  to  pafs,  this  being  the  third  day 
of  our  being  upon  this  ifland,  and  no 
profpeCl  of  the  camels  coming  to  de-' 
liver  us  from  the  burden  we  labour¬ 
ed  under,  we  made  (igns  to  our  con¬ 
ductors  to  know  when  we  (hould 
go  ;  and  they  gave  us  to  underdand 
.  '  G  that 
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that  we  fhould  not  go  in  iefs  than 
three  clays,  as  they  fhould  not  be 
ready  for  the  journey  in  lefs  time. 
They  promifed  us  we  fhould  fare 
every  day  as  we  had  the  preceding 
one,  while  we  ltaid  on  the  ifland. 
The  fun  in  thefe  two  laft  days  had 
bliftered  our  fkins  in  fo  fhocking  a 
manner,  that  our  condition  feemed 
to  be  more  deplorable  than  ever : 
we  could  not  walk,  nor  fit  or  lie 
down,  without  enduring  all  the  tor¬ 
ment  our  weaknefs  would  bear. 
Thus  we  palled  this  day  as  the  for¬ 
mer  ones,  and  at  night  lay  down  to 
reft  as  ufual,  but  found  ourfelves 
very  incapable  of  fteeping. 

Friday ,  July  27. — In  the  morning 
the  Arabs  brought  us  our  ufual  food, 

and 
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and  continued  as  good  as  they  had 
prouuied*  This  day;  palled  as  the 
former  ones.  The  heat  of  the  fun 
increafing  oar  pain,  our  lives  be¬ 
came  a  burden  to  us.  Ending  the 
day  in  the  ufual  manner,  we  again 
lay  down  to  reft. 

^  X 

Saturday,  July  28'* — Attempting  to 
rife  in  the  morning,  we  found  we 
could  not  hand,  the  hies  in  the 
courfe  of  the  night  having  made 
holes  in  our  fkin,  and, filled  them  full  / 
of  their  infers,  which  made  us  fb 
fore  that  we  could  fcarcely  endure 
the  pain.  Thus  labouring  under 
evils  which  grew  heavier  now  than 
ever  we  had  felt  them  before,  we 
fpent  this  day  after  the  preceding 
ones,  and  at  night  lay  down,  in 

hopes 
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hopes  the  enfuing  day  to  be  remov¬ 
ed,  if  it  fhould  pleafe  God  to  enable 
ns  to  furvive  the  night*  , 

i  i  I 

,  j  .  ,  y  '  f  *W-  i 

Sunday ,  July  29. — The  day  having 
appeared,  we  were  called  by  the 
Arabs,  who  informed  us  we  muft 
prepare  for  our  departure,  there  be¬ 
ing  a  boat  provided  for  carrying  us 
over  to  the  main  continent,  where 
the  camels  were  ready  to  carry  us 
to  Mufka't.  We  fummoned  all  our 
ftrength  together,  and  began  our 
walk  to  the  boat,  where  we  embark¬ 
ed,  but  without  receiving  any  thing 
to  eat  or  drink.  Having  reached 
within  two  miles  of  the  (bore,  the 
boat  ftruck  the  ground,  nor  would 
go  any  farther,  the  water  being  too 
{hoal  :  we  were  all  accordingly  ob- 
.  v  v  liged 


liged  to  get  out  of  the  boat,  and 
wade  through  the  water,  which  was 
two  feet  deep.  This  was  a  tafkthat 
from  our  weak  and  fore  condition 
we  were  afraid  we  fliould  hardly  ac- 
eomplifh  :  however,  with  much  toil 
and  fuffering  we  reached  the  dry¬ 
land,  being  almofl  fpent,  the  fa v ages 
fhowing  us  no  pity,  nor  affording  us 
any  affiftance  i  but  having  with  dif¬ 
ficulty  got  on  fhore,  they  gave  us 

feme  dates  and  water.  Here  we 

\ 

{laid,  waiting  for  the  camels  until 
three  o'clock,  when  they  came,  be¬ 
ing  three  in  number,  viz.  one  for 
the  Captain,  who  had  made  a  fepa- 
rate  agreement,  as  before  mention¬ 
ed  ;  and  two  for  the  reft  of  us,  who 
were  five  in  number  ;  and  each  cam¬ 
el  had  a  driver.  The  favages  hav- 

G  2  hag 
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ing  laden  the  camels  with  fait  fharkr 
they  put  us  on  the  top  of  it,  and  be¬ 
gan  the  journey,  and  .travelled  over 
the  mountains  till  near  fun- let ;  then 
flopped  in  order  to  let  the  camels 
feed  :  they  made  a  fire  alfo,  and 
broiled  fome  fait  fhark  for  us,  and 
gave  us  the  ufual  quantity  of  dates 
and  water.  It  being  by  this  time 
quite  dark,  we  lay  down  to  fleep. 

Monday ,  July  30. — About  fix  o'¬ 
clock  in  the  morning,  the  favages 
having  laden  the  camels  again,  we 
proceeded  and  travelled  till  ten 
o'clock,  when  we  came  to  a  pond  of 
fine  water,  where  they  unloaded  the 
camels  again,  and  mixed  fome  Mi, 
with  a  fort  of  meal  not  unlike  oat- 
meal?  with  water,,  .and  gave  us  to 

-  ,  . '  cat. 
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eat.  After  refrefhrng  ourfelves,  and 
flopping  awhiie  to  let  the  camels 
feed,  they  loaded  them  again,  and 
we  continued  our  route,  and  trav¬ 
elled  till  near  fun- let,  when  coming 
to  a  grove  of  trees,  they  delivered 
the  camels  of  their  burden,  as  they 
always  did  when  they  flopped  ;  they 
then  gave  us  our  ufual  quantity  of 
dates  and  water  ;  and  it  growing 
quite  dark,  and  this  being  a  tolerably 
comfortable  place  to  what  fome 

were  which  we  had  met  with,  we 

•  ' 

lay  pretty  eafy  all  night. 

i.l  i  '  -  "  .  '  V'  'Z':.  .../  A" 

-  Tuefday ,  July  3  1 . — At  two  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  the  man  to  whofe 
care  I  fell,  and  whofe  name  we 
found  was  Ifhmael,  took  one  of  the 
camels  and  went  to  an  adjacent  vil- 

lage 
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Jage  for  dates,  and,  returning  about 
ten  o'clock,  brought  a  quantity  of 
dates,  and  gave  us  to  underhand  that 
in  his  way  he  faw  one  of  our  people 
almoft  dead  ;  but  having  parted  with 
fo  many,  we  could  not  conje&ure 
•who  it  was.  Here  we  tarried  till 
near  fun- let,  the  day  being  lo  excef- 
lively  hot  that  the  camels  could  not 
travel ;  but  the  day  being  nearly 
elapfed,  they  loaded  the  camels,  and 
we  travelled  till  about  eleven  o'clock 
at  night,  when,  coming  to  a  level 
piece  of  ground  on  a  mountain, 
where  were  a  quantity  of  bufhes  on 
which  the  camels  feed,  they  unload-  * 
ed  the  camels  as  ufual,  and  we  lay 
down  among  the  buihes  and  went  to- 
Seep* 


W ednefdajfo 
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*  f>-  .  \ 

JVedneJday ,  Augujt  i . — About  four 

o’clock  the  Arabs  muttered  us*  The 

camels  being  ready,  we  fet  out ;  and 

about  eight  o’clock,  having  defcend- 

ed  the  mountain,  we  came  to  a  low 

mar  Hi,  which  was  covered  with  a 
% 

flrong,  dry  reed,  which  grew  there 
as  we  imagined  in  the  rainy  feafon  : 
we  had  to  pafs  through  this  cane 
patch,  and  found  it  a  very  tedious 
undertaking  :  the  tops  of  the  reeds 
reaching  the  camels’  bellies,  retarded 
our  progrefs  in  a  great  meafure : 
however,  about  ten  o’clock  we  had 
paded  this  troublefome  part  of  the 
*  journey  ;  and  about  eleven  o’clock, 
it  being  fo  hot  that  the  camels  could 
travel  no  longer,  we  flopped  in  a 
place  where  we  found  three  feveral 
fprings  5  but  the  place  we  flaid  ia 

afforded 
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afforded  us  little  relief,  there  not  be¬ 
ing  the  lead  ffiade  or  refuge  from 
the  fun.  Our  man  Khmaei,  going  to 
one  of  the  fprings,  caught  twelve  or 
fourteen  fmall  birds,  which  he  broils 
ed  on  a  fire  they  had  made,  and 
brought  them  to  us  to  eat  ;  but  one 
of  the  Arabs,  begrudging  us  our 
meal,  took  forne  of  the  birds  from 
us.  From  his  freedom,  we  were  en*- 
couraged  to  afk  him:  for  water, 
which  he  as  readily  denied  us.  The 
water  in  the  fprings  fo  near  us  not 
being  fit  to  drink,  our  thirfl  and  the 
heat  became  intolerable  ;  notwith¬ 
standing  which,  we  were  obliged  to  « 
content  ourfelves  until  five  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon  when,  having 
laden  the  camels,  we  mounted,  again, 
and  travelling,  till  about  feven  o’¬ 
clock, 
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elock,  wc  met  feven  camels,  with 
tlie  fame  number  of  fa v ages  attend¬ 
ing  them,  wl$om  we  knew  to  be  fome 
of  the  people  we  had  feen  on  the  iff- 
and  the  day  of  olir  landing  there, 
and  who  had  been  to  Mulkat  with 
the  fame  kind  of  commodity  that 
our  camels  were  loaded  with,  viz. 
fait  (hark,  and  brought  cotton  and 
dates  in  return  ;  the  dates  being 
their  food,  and  the  cotton  they  made 
their  filhing  nets  of.  We  could  not 
rightly  underhand  how  long  they 
had  been  from  Mufkat  ;  but  we  un¬ 
derhood  from  them  that  there  were 
a  number  of  fhips  there,  which  gave 
us  new  life.  Our  conductors  hav¬ 
ing  exchanged  fome  of  the  camels 
with  them,  we  parted,  and  proceeded 
on  till  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night, 

when 
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when  we  flopped  by  the  fide  of  two 
fine  fprings,  where  were  a  number 
of  favages,  with  twenty  camels, 
waterings  They  gave  us  fome 
dates  ;  and  having  drank  our  fill  of 
water,  we  lay  down  to  fleep. 

\ 

Thurfday ,  Augujl  2. — About  three 
o’clock  in  the  morning  the  Arabs 
called  us,  and  we  mounted  to  pro¬ 
ceed  on  our  journey,  in  hopes  it  was 
foon  to  have  an  end*  We  travelled, 
until  about  eleven  o’clock^  when  we 
flopped  among  a  number  of  fand 
hills  upon  the  mountain,  where  there 
was  no  fcreen  from  the  fun  ;  and  * 
the  reflection  of  it  from  the  fand 
hills,  whofe  heads  were  fo  high  that 
they  deprived  us  of  the  benefit  of  the 
wind  that  blew,  rendered  it  fo  hot, 

v  that 
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that  it  was  with  difficulty  we  could 
breathe  as  we  lay  down*  for  we 
■could  by  no  means  hand  upon  our 
feet.  While  we  were  at  this  place* 
we  faw  three  or  four  fmall  girls  and 
boys  driving  a  large  flock  of  goats, 
conflfting  apparently  of  fever al  hun¬ 
dreds  ;  but  they  did  not  come  with¬ 
in  two  or  three  hundred  yards  of  us. 
Having  laid  down  fome  time,  our 
man  Ifhmael  brought  us  fome  broil¬ 
ed  fifh,  with  dates  and  water,  which 
gave  us  fome  refrefhment  ;  after 
which,  we  lay  down  again  till  five 
o’clock,  when  they  reloaded  the 
camels,  and  fet  out  again,  and  trav¬ 
elled  till  near  one  o’clock  in  the 
morning  ;  when,  coming  to  a  num¬ 
ber  of  bufhes  on  which  the  camels 
feed,  we  flopped,  and  the  favages  un- 

II  loading 
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loading  the  camels  as  ufual,  we  lay 
down  among  the  bullies,  and  llept 
till  about  five  o’clock. 

Friday,  Augujl  3*—  We  proceeded 
on  our  journey  again,  and  travelled 
until  about  eleven  o’clock,  the  ufual 
time  ;  when,  coming  to  a  large  well, 
where  we  faw  between  twenty  and 
thirty  favages  watering  a  number  of 
camels,  we  flopped  ;  and  of  them  we 
got  fome  dates,  all  that  wre  had  be- 
•  ing  confumed  ;  it  proved  a  feafona- 
ble  relief;  and  having  drank  our 
fill  of  water,  we  lay  down  until  fouf 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  we 
fet  out  again,  and  travelled  till  a- 
bout  ten  o’clock  ;  when,  coming  to 
a  thicket  of  bufhes  upon  fmall  hills 
of  hard,  fandy  foil,  this  being  a  con¬ 
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venient  place  for  feeding  the  camels  j 
we  lay  down  to  reft  for  the  remain- 
ing  part  of  the  night. 

Saturday ,  Augkfi  4. — About  five 
o’clock  in  the  morning  we  continu¬ 
ed  our  route  again,  and  about  nine 
o'clock  we  palled  by  a  large  grove 
of  date  trees,  which  were  the  firlt 
we  had  feen  bearing  fruit,  and  which 
encompafifed  a  village,  as  our  guide 
informed  us,  containing  a  number 
of  inhabitants  ;  but  we  did  not  go 
into  it.  Palling  by  this,  we  travel¬ 
led  until  near  eleven  o'clock,  when 
we  came  to  a  fine  village,  where  we 
found  the  inhabitants  very  liofpita- 
ble  ;  it  being  furrounded  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  date  trees,  whofe  fruit  was 
ripe,  they  gave  us  a  large  quantity 
*  •  -  1  -  of 
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D f  them  ;  and  it  being  the  firft  time, 
for  a  long  while,  that  we  had  had 
an  opportunity  of  eating  our  fill,  we 
eat  more  than  did  us  good  ;  for  it 
put  us  all  in  exceffive  pain  the  whole 
day.  We  ftaid  among  thefe  remark¬ 
ably  civil  people  until  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon.  Gur  men  having 
laden  the  camels  again,  we  were  go¬ 
ing  away,  when  the  friendly  Arabs 
brought  u?  a  quantity  of  dates, 
which  they  gave  us  to  ferve  us  on 
our  journey.  We  now  fet  out, 
and  travelled  till  about  nine  o'clock 
at  night,  when  we  flopped  in  the  o<- 
pen  road,  without  the  lead  thing  for 
fhelter,  where  we  lay  down  to  reft, 
and  fpent  the  night. 

Sunday ,  siugujl  y. — About  four  ' 

.o'clock 
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©’clock  in  the  morning  we  began  our 
day’s  journey  once  more,  in  hopes 
we  could  not  be  far  from  Miifkat,  of 
which  we  were  quite  ignorant,  as 
our  guides  would  give  us  no  fatisfac- 
tion  refpe&ing  it.  Travelling  till 
eleven  o’clock,  we  came  to  a  village 
that  was  evacuated,  by  reafon  of  the 
date  trees  being  barren.  Our  man 
Mhmael,  with  the  other  Arabs,  leav¬ 
ing  us  here,  with  part  of  the  camels’ 
loading,  they  went  to  a*,  large  village 
which  we  faw  at  a  didance,  with 
fome  of  the  fifh  to  fell,  leaving  us 
fome  dates  to  eat,  and  water  to 
drink ;  which  after  we  had  eat  and 
drank,  we  went  into  a  houfe  in  this- 
deferted  village,  that  appeared  to> 
have  been  a  place  of  worship,  where 
we  lay  down  to  deep  ;  and  ohr  mans 
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not  returning  till  near  night,  we 
were  not  difhirbed  until  he  came  and 
brought  two  of  our  black  Tailors  a- 
long  with  him,  whom  he  had  met 
with  in  his  way.  Thefe  Tailors  in¬ 
formed  us,  that  the  Arabs  had  cir- 
cumcifed  Juba  Hill,  and  Told  him  for 
lixty  pieces  of  Tilver  ;  but  by  what 
means  they  knew  this,  I  cannot  fay* 
They  (laid  with  us  a  ftiort  time,  and 
^  then  left  us,  appearing  to  be  in  pretty 
good  health.  Our  guide  having 
brought  a  large  quantity  of  dates 
from  the  adjacent  village,  he  gave 
us  fame*  which  we  eat  and  it  grow¬ 
ing  quite  dark,  he  informing  us  we 
Ihould  go  no  farther  that  night,  we 
lay  down  again,  and  went  to  flqep  a 
fccoqd  time. 

...  m  3  '»•  • 


Monday y 


(  n  ) 


i 

Monday,  Augnji  6. — Haying  jflept 
till  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  our  man  came  to  us,  and  inform¬ 
ed  us  that  the  camels  were  laden, 
and  waited  for  us  :  we  accordingly 
haftened  with  him  to  the  camels. 
Having  mounted,  we  fet  out  again. 
About  four  o'clock,  we  palled  by 
another  village,  and  travelled  till 
near  ten,  when  we  came  to  a  very 
large  one,  containing  a  great  many  # 
houfes  and  ftores,  and  vaft  num¬ 
bers  of  inhabitants ;  the  males, 
from  the  age  of  feven  or  eight  years, 
to  the  oldeft  among  them,  being 
armed  with  fpeara,  cutlaffes,  and 

,  i 

long  knives.  At  our  firft  entering 
the  village,  we  alighted  from  the 
camels,  our  curiofity  prompting  us 
to  fee  the  place,  and  being  defirous. 

to 
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to  get  fomething  to  eat  and  drink*  if* 
we  could  find  any  among  them  hu¬ 
mane  enough  to  give  us  any  thing 
flattering  ourfelves,  that  from  the 
kind  reception  we  had  met  with  in 
the  village  we  ftopt  in  on  the  Sa¬ 
turday  preceding,  we  fhould  be  civ¬ 
illy  treated  here  alfo  :  but  we  were 
much  miftaken  in  our  fuggeftions  *T 
for,  going  among  a  number  of  themr 
importuning  them  for  fomething  to 
eat, '"they  laid  hands  on  us,  and 
locked  us,  up  in  a  houfe  :  we  now 
began  to  reflet  upon  the  indiferetiom 
of  our  lea  ving  the  camels  ;  not  know¬ 
ing  what  might  be  the  refult  of  our 
error,  as  we  now  found  it  to  be.. 
Ruminating  fome  time  on  our  con¬ 
finement,  we  were  alarmed  left  the 
camels  and  our  guide  fhould  pafs. 

throughi 
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through  the  village,  and,  imagining 
we  would  follow  them,  give  himfelf 
no  concern  on  the  occafion  ;  but  in 
a  little  time  we  had  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  him  gain  admittance  into 
the  place,  and  we  were  immediately 
fet  at  liberty.  Having  now  our 
guide  with  us,  who  we  fuppofed  had 
related  our  circumftances  and  con¬ 
dition  to  them,  they  gave  us  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  dates,  and  ftiewed  us  many 
figns  of  civility.  Our  guide  then 
took  us  to  a  market  place,  where  we 
faw  onions,,  dates,  and  vegetables  of 
different  kinds,  for  fale.  They  gave 
us  each  three  pieces  of  copper  coin, 
called  pice ,  which  is  current  in  moft 
parts  of  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  and  fome 
onions,  which  we  eat  with  a  good 
appetite.  We  tarried  here  till  near 
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fun-fet,  when  Tome  of  the  inhabitants 
gave  us  fome  more  onions,  and  a 
quantity  of  rice  ;  they  alfo  lent  us  a 

o 

pot  to  cook  it  in,  which  we  looked 
upon  as  a  great  mark  of  their  civil¬ 
ity.  Having  eat  our  meal,  which  we 
thought  a  very  good  one,  and  night 
having  darkened  the  Iky,  we  laid 
down  where  we  were,  having  no 
view  of  a  better  place,  and  flept  qui¬ 
etly  all  night. 

! Tuefday ,  Auga ft  7 .  — In  the  morn¬ 
ing  our  man  came  to  us,  and  found 
us  furrounded  by  a  great  number  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  were  very  de- 
firous  of  coming  near  enough  to  us 
to  touch  and  feel  our  Ikin,  as  they 
thought  we  were  coloured  with 
fomething  that  made  us  white,  hav-r 
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ing  never  before  feen  any  people  as 
white  as  we  were,  as  Ifhinaei  inform-, 
ed  us.  Having  flood  among  the  crowd 
iome  time,  partly  to  gratify  their  cu- 
riofity,  and  partly  bee  aide  they  were 
fo  numerous  that  we  could  fcarcely 
get  from  among  them,  our  guide  took 
us  to  a  man,  whom  we  underllood  to 
be  the  Governor,  or  Chief,  of  the 
village,  and  who  fpoke  the  Moor 
tongue  ;  and  one  *of  our  Lafcars  be¬ 
ing  with  us  enabled  us  to  fatisfy  the 
queflions  he  afked  us.  He  inquired 
of  us,  among  other  thing's,  how  long 
we  had  been  with  our  man  Ifhmael, 
and  how  much  we  were  to  give  him 
for  taking  us  to  Mufkat  :  all  which 
we  informed  him  of ;  and  he  made  a 
memorandum  of  it,  in  writing.  Hav- 
ing  gratified  his  curiofdy,  in  anfwer- 
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ing  his  queftions,  he  gave  us  dates, 
rice,  limes,  and  onions  ;  which  af¬ 
forded  us  an  excellent  repaft.  Hav¬ 
ing  taken  leave  of  the  Governor, 
we  went  to  the  place  where  the  cam¬ 
els  were,  and  about  three  o’clock  we 
•  left  the  village,  and  travelled  till 
near  nine,  when  we  (topped  among 
fome  craggy  rocks.  Our  conductors 
having  loft  their  way,  knew  not 
which  way  to  go  ;  and  it  being  tod 
dark  to  feek  the  right  path,  having 
given  us  fome  dates,  and  delivered 
the  camels  of  their  burden,  we  laid 
down  till  day-light  fhould  enable  us 
to  find  our  way  out  of  this  dreary 
place. 

TVednefday ,  Augujl  8. — Early  in 
the  morning  we  renewed  our  courfe 

eaft ward  ; 


eaftward  ;  afcended  a  mountain,  and 
defcended  it  on  the  eafi  lide  into  i. 
deep  valley,  where  we  met  two  wo¬ 
men  taking  care  of  fome  goats  which 
were  feeding  on  the  grals.  Thefe 
women  informed  our  Arab’s  of  the 
road  which  they  mufb  purfue,  for 
Mulkat.  We  left  the  women,  and 
travelled  thro’  the  valley  eaftward, 
till  it  brought  us  to  a  Ipacious  plain, 
in  the  middle  of  which  flood  a  pleaf- 
«nt  village,  which  we  entered  about 
ten  o’clock,  and  found  its  inhabitants 
numerous  and  hofpitable.  They  gave 
us  plenty  of  dates,  and  treated  us 
with  much  civility.  They  feemed 
much  furprifed  at  the  whitenefs  of 
our  fkins,  and  were  very  curious  in 
examining  us  from  head  to  foot.  We 
ilaid  here  till  three  in  the  afternoon, 

I  much 
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much  refrefhed  with  our  entertain-!- 
ment.  The  people  in  this  village 
difcovercd  more  marks  of  indullry, 
than  any  we  had  pafled  before,  many 
of  them  being  employed  in  preparing 
indigo,  which  they  appeared  to  do 
with  much  fkill  and  dexterity.  We 
had  now  a  prodigious  high  mountain 
to  crofs  ;  and,  alighting  from  the 
camels,  as  they  could  not  climb  it 
with  us  upon  their  backs,  with  many 
weary  fleps  we  at  length  gained  the 
fmnmit,  where  we  overtook  a  num¬ 
ber  of  men  with  afTes  laden  with 
dates,  going  to  Mnfkat,  who  had  left 
the  village  we  lafl  came  from  a  little 
before  us.  We  foon  travelled  a- 
crofs  the  top  of  the  mountain,  and 
coming  to  the  eafl  fide,  the  defcent 
appeared  almofl  impra&icable,  at  its 
‘  ,  foot 
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foot  being  a  deep  valley,  and  not  a 
footftep  or  path  of  any  kind  to  be 
feen,  except  a  fmall,  Terpentine  paf- 
fage  down  the  craggy  lides  of  the 
rocks,  which  had  been  made  by  the 
fail  of  water  in  the  rainy  feafon  :  we 
took  this  paffage,  and,  defcending 
very  flowly,  with  much  caution  and 
fome  timidity,  we  at  length  reached 

r  \ 

the  bottom  in  fafety  ;  and  being 
much  fatigued,  the  Arabs  unloaded 
the  camels,  and,  after  eating  iome 
dates,  we  laid  down  upon  the  fmall 
flones  and  gravel  that  had  been  wafli- 
ed  from  the  mountain,  and  flept 
there  all  night. 

7’hurjday^  Jlugufl  9 . — About  four 
o’clock  in  the  morning  we  fet  out  a- 
gain,  and  travelled  along  upon  fmall 

ftones 
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Hones  and  rocks,  about  two  hour%, 
which  brought  us  to  a  number  of 
imall  hills  ;  but  finding  no  appear¬ 
ance  of  any  path,  our  guides  made  a 
halt  with  the  camels,  and  one  of 
them  left  us  to  go  in  quell  of  a  road 
that  we  might  travel,  but  returned 
after  a  while  unfuccefsful.  We  then 
fet  out  again,  travelling  eallward,  as 
there  was  ‘no  profpedl  of  finding  a 
beaten  path  :  after  fome  time,,  we 
met  an  Arab  with  a  loaded  afs,  going 
to  fome  of  the  villages  we  had  pair¬ 
ed  :  he  told  our  Arabs  they  vrere 
going  wrong,  and  inftru&ed  them 
which  way  to  take*  Having  accord- 
ingly  altered  our  courfe,  we  foon 
met  with  another  Arab,  driving  a 
number  of  camels  to  a  village  that 
had  juft  at  this  time  prefente4  itfelf 

to 


tro  our  view  r  thither  we  went  with 
the  ftrange  Arab,  where  we  found 
but  a  few  inhabitants,  fituated  under 
a  long  row  of  date  and  other  trees. 
Here  we  flopt,  ana  the  camels  were 
unladen,  we  going,  as  we  ufually  did, 
among  the  villagers,  to  beg  dates 
and  water,  or  whatever  we  could 
get  to  eat  and  drink  ;  we  fucceeded 
very  well  here,  the  inhabitants  prov¬ 
ing  very  hofpitable,  giving  us  plenty 
of  dates  and  water.  Having  ftaid 
till  about  the  middle  of  the  after¬ 
noon,  we  left  the  village,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  our  journey.  About  fun- 
fet  we  met  an  Arab  on  a  camel,  arm¬ 
ed  with  a  muiket,  which  he  carried 
(as  we  learnt  from  our  man,  who 
had  a  long  difcourfe  with  him)  to 
defend  himfelf  againft  thieves,  who 
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had  lately  committed  many  depreda— 
tions  thereabouts*  This  alarmed  our 
conductors  ;  and  having  parted  with 
the  flranger,  we  travelled  with  all" 
poflible  fpeed  till  late  at  night,  when 
we  .came  among  fome  rocks  in  a  val¬ 
ley,  where  the  Arabs  concluded  to 
Hay  the  remainder  of  the  night :  they 
accordingly  took  the  loading  from 
the  camels,  and,  having  depofited  it 
in  the  cavity  of  a  rock,  and  put  us  as 
much  out  of  the  way  as  poflible,  in 
cafe  of  alarm,  they  left  us,  to  take 
care  of  their  camels.  We  then  laid 
down  to  fleep,  and  neither  faw  or 
heard  any  more  of  them  till  mornings 

Friday ,  u4itgujl  10. — About  five  in 
the  morning  we  fet  out  again,  and 
afcended  a  mountain,  more  acceflibJe 

than 
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than  mofl  of  thofe  we  had  pafiedh 
Defcending  it  on  the  other  fide,  a 
large  plain  opened  to  our  view,  after 
travelling  in  which  fome  time,  we 
came  to  a  wide  road,  that  appeared 
to  he  much  frequented  *y  but  our  A* 
rabs,  judging,  as  we  underftood,  that 
it  was  not  the  right  road  for  us 
(though  we  afterwards  found  that 
they  avoided  travelling  the  direct 
road  to  Mufkat,  in  order  to  prolong 
our  journey,  with  a  view  of  getting 
more  money  on  their  arrival  at  Muf¬ 
kat)  they  crofled  it  accordingly,  and 
went  to  a  village  on  the  eaft  fide  of 
the  plain,  which  we  found  to  be  un¬ 
inhabited,  as  we  had  found  feveral 
before,  from  the  fame  caufe,  the  bar- 
rennefs  of  the  date  trees.  Walking 
through  this  place,  difappointed  at 

finding 
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finding  nothing  to  eat  or  drink,  our 
dates  (which  were  almoft  our  con- 
ttant  food)  and  water  being  expend¬ 
ed,  we  perceived,  at  fome  diftance, 
a  number  of  Arabs  fitting  in  a  circle 
on  the  ground  ;  and,  coming  to  them, 
we  found  they  had  a  well  of  very 
good  water  in  the  centre  ;  of  which 
we  drank  plentifully,  and  filled  the 
goat-fkins,  which  the  Arabs  life  to 
carry  water  in.  After  retting  our- 
fel  ves  a  little  at  this  place,  we  trav¬ 
elled  along  the  plain  to  the  eattward, 
and  foon  came  in  fight  again  of  fait 
water,  and  kept  along  the  bank  at 
the  head  of  the  beach  a  conttderable 
time,  meeting  with  a  number  of  A- 
rabs,  men  and  women,  with  loaded 
camels,  going  into  the  country,  and 
many  others  going  the  fame  way  we 
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were.  At  length  we  left  the  edge  of 
the  plain,  and  went  more  inland  ;  and 
about  fix  o’clock  we  faw  another 
village,  which  we  went  toward,  and* 
met  a  young  girl,  who  fpoke  to  us  in 
the  Moor  tongue,  afking  us  whence 
we  came,  and  whither  going ;  of 
which  we  informed  her  :  and  fhe  in- 
treated  us  to  go  with  her  to  the  vil¬ 
lage,  and  Ihe  would  procure  fome- 
thing  for  our  refrefhment  :  fhe  ac¬ 
cordingly  went  back  with  us  to  the 
village,  and  immediately  introduced 
us  to  a  man,  whom  we  found  to  be  a 
Moor  of  Bengal,  who  had  been  caff 
away  on  the  coaft  fome  time  before, 
and,  coming  to  this  place,  and  find¬ 
ing  the  inhabitants  liofpitable  and 
courteous,  and  defirous  of  his  con~ 
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tinuing  with  them,  he  had  confe- 
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quently  remained  there,  and  lived  as 
comfortably  as  the  country  would 
admit  of.  We  gave  him  an  account 
of  our  misfortunes  ;  after  which,  he 
went  about  to  procure  us  fomething 
to  eat ;  and  foon  produced  a  quanti¬ 
ty  of  rice,  dates,  and  onions,  with 
bread,  made  of  a  fort  of  oatmeal,  as 
we  imagined,  which  was  to  us  a  great 
rarity,  it  being  the  firfl  bread  of  any 
kind  we  had  eat  fmee  our  coming  on 
fhore  in  the  long  boat  ;  for  though 
we  had  feen  it  in  fome  of  the  other 
villages,  and  begged  for  it  as  they 
were  baking  it  at  their  fires,  yet  we 
could  never  get  any.  The  Moor, 
and  the  girl  whom  we  firfl  met,  hav¬ 
ing  communicated  our  arrival  and 
diftrefs  to  fome  of  their  well-difpofed 
neighbours,  many  of  them  contribut- 
'  •  -  .  ed 
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ed  to  our  relief,  in  bringing  provis¬ 
ions,  of  fucii  kinds  as  they  had,  in  fo 
much  that  we  could  not  eat  half  they 
fet  before  us  ;  which  occafiorred  ma- 
ny  of  them,  of  whofe  victuals  we  did 
not  eat,  to  leave  the  place  diffatisfied, 
they  thought  they  could  claim  no 
ihare  in  our  thanks.  Having  eat  fuf- 
ficiently,  and  the  Moor  having  relat¬ 
ed  the  manner  of  his  being  call:  away, 
and  how  he  had  fared  fmce  he  came 
to  this  place,  he  wifhed  us  much  to 
flay  with  him  till  morning  ;  offering 
us-a  place  to  fleep  in,  and  telling  us 
he  would  in  the  morning  give  each 
of  us  apiece  of  cloth  to  cover  us,  and 
procure  us  fome  good  bread,  it  be¬ 
ing  fo  late  he  could  get  none  that 
night  ;  but  his  offers  and  intreaties 
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were  all  in  vain,  for  our  condu&ors, 
w  fufpicious 
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fldpicious  that  we  might  be  induced 
to  leave  them  to  flay  with  the  Moor, 
would  not  confent  to  our  fpending 
the  night  with  him  :  we  corifequently 
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parted  with  him  and  his  ^friendly 
neighbours  about  ten  o’clock,  and 
walking  a  little  way  to  one  fide  of 
the  village,  we  laid  down  and  flept 
there  the  remainder  of  the  night. 

Saturday ,  Augujl  4. — Tire  Arabs 
awoke  us  very  early  in  the  morning, 
and  having  laden  the  camels,  we  be¬ 
gan  our  daily  exercife,  and  pafled  by 
two  other  villages  before  fun-rife, 
and  coming  to  the  edge  of  the  plain 
juft  as  the  fun  was  making  its  appear¬ 
ance,  we  walked  down  into  a  valley 
of  an  eafy  defcent,  where  we  came 
to  a  rivulet  of  fine  frefh  water  $  and 
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its  banks  being  green,  it  made  amofl 
beautiful  appearance  to  us,  whofe 


long  wearied 


eyes 


with  the  light  of  defert  fands,  flu 


pendous  mountains,  Sc  craggy  rocks. 
This  rivulet,  through  which  we  had 
to  pafs,  appeared  to  be  nearly  ioo 
feet  wide,  but  not  deep  ;  and  one  of 
the  Arabs  going  before,  we  all  fol¬ 
lowed  after,  and  eroded  it  with  very 
little  difficulty^  the  water  being  about 
knee  deep  in  the  middle.  We  then 
travelled  acrofs  the  valley,  and  foon 

came  to  another  rivulet,  which  we 
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alfo  eroded  ;  and  about  nine  o'clock 
we  found  ourfelves  at  the  head  of  the 
beach,  which  extended  to  the  foutli- 
ward  5  and  foon  after,  we  halted  at 
a  grove  of  trees  a  little  inland  from 
the  beach,  it  being  a  fuitable  place 
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for  feeding  the  camels  :  here  we  alfb 
received  our  ufual  portion  of  dates 
and  water,  and  relied  ourfelves  until 
after  the  fun  had  pafled  the  meridian 
near  three  hours,  when  we  fet  off  a- 
gain  and  travelled  till  late  ;  and  com¬ 
ing  then  to  a  thicket  of  fmall  trees 
and  bulhes,  clofe  by  the  fea-lide,  af¬ 
ter  taking  our  ufual  fare  we  lay  down 
to  deep. 

Sunday,  Auguft  12. — Early  in  the 
morning  we  fet  out  again,  and  trav¬ 
elled  the  beach  to  the  fouthward. 
Soon  after  fun-rife,  our  Arabs,  find¬ 
ing  the  beach  was  not  the  way  by 
which  we  were  to  get  to  Mufkat, 
once  more  altered  their  courfe  ;  and 
travelling  toward  the  mountain  fome 
time,  we  paired  a  fmall  village  3  and 

about 
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about  three  hours  after  we  difcover- 
ed,  as  we  entered  on  a  plain,  at  fome 
difiance  to  the  fouthward  and  eafl> 
ward,  a  town,  which  made  but  a 
flender  appearance,  having  only  one 
houfe  or  building  above  the  common 
huts  :  this  houfe  appeared  like  a  place 
of  worfhip,  having  a  tower,  with  a 
dome  on  the  top  of  it  .  As  we  drew 
near  the  place,  we  faw  over  the 
houfes  a  fhip’s.  maft-heads,  whence 
we  concluded  it  wasMufkat.  But  its 
appearance  feemed  to  afford  us  little 
hope  of  meeting  with  the  fuccour  or 
eonfolation  we  had  promifed  our- 
felves,  although  the  fight  of  a  feaport 
gave  us  fome  relief,  as  we  flattered 
ourfelves  we  might  perchance  find  an 
European  (hip  which  would  enable 
us  to  difcharge  the  obligation  we 

/f  were 


(  3  1 2  ) 

were  under  to  our  conductors.  «We 
plied  forward  for  the  town,  and  foon 
entered  it,  and,  on  inquiry,  found  it 
was  called  Matterah.  The  inhabit¬ 
ants  were  very  numerous,  and  flock¬ 
ed  about  us  in  great  numbers  to  view 
us,  until  we  came  to  the  beach  oppo- 
fite  where  the  fhip  lay,  when  we 
were  accofted  by  a  man,  in  the  Eng- 
lifh  tongue,  who  allied  us  many  quef* 
tions  relative  to  our  circumftances  ; 
and  having  told  him  our  {lory,  he  in¬ 
formed  us  that  he  a  tied  as  faCtor  for 
the  Englidi  (hips  that  came  to  Mu  A 
kat  to  load,  which  had  a  fafer  har¬ 
bour  than  Matterah  ;  that  the  chief' 
of  what  he  procured  for  the  Englifh 
was  preferred  dates,  and  fmall  (hells, 
which  they  call  cowrie,  and  which 
are  ufed  for  money  in  many  parts  of 

the 
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the  Eaft-Indies.  We  told  him  that 
we  were  concerned  about  getting 
money  to  pay  the  men  who  had 
brought  us  to  this  place  :  on  which 
he  proffered  us  what  money  we 
wanted,  and  faid  he  was  coramiffion- 
ed  fo  to  do.  But  he  informed  us 
that  Mufkat  was  not  more  than  three 
miles  diftant,  and  that  if  we  chofe  he 
would  carry  us  thither  in  boats  :  we 
thankfully  accepted  his  offer  ;  and  he 
accordingly  hired  two  boats,  one  of 
which  he  went  in  himfelf,  taking  part 
of  our  company  with  him  and  the 
reft  going  into  the  other  boat,  we 
put  off’,  and  foon  reached  Mufkat, 
having  only  a  fhort  neck  of  land  to 
row  round.  On  landing  at  Mufkat, 
the  Factor  recommended  us  to  the 
care  of  a  man  whom  he  met,  and 
x  ^  K  2  proceeded 
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proceeded  himfelf  to  the  Gover¬ 
nor^  directing  the  man,  in  whofe  care 
he  had  left  us,  to  follow  him  with 
us.  We  foon  arrived  at  the  place  of 
deflination,  where  we  were  very  well 
received  by  the  Governor  and  his  at¬ 
tendants.  From  there  we  were  con- 

/ 

duCted  to  the  houfe  of  a  man,  who 
aCted  as  Conful  for  the  Englilh,  and 
who  fpoke  the  Englifh  language. 
This, man,  having  heard  our  ftory, 
told  us  he  would  procure  a  {hip  to 
carry  us  to  fome  Englifh  port  in  the 
Eafl-Indies..  He  informed  us  that 
there  were  then-  two  of  our  (hip's 
cre  w  in  Mu/kat,  befides  us,  under  his 
protection,  one  white,  man  and  one 
black.  He  then  conducted  us  to  a 
houie,  in  which  was  a  hall,  where 
were  a  number  of  perfons,  whom  we 
.  ,-w  found 


found  by  the  Conful  to  be  the  magi£ 
trates  and  officers  of  the  town,  and 
who  afked  the  Conful  many  queftions 
concerning  us,  which  he  duly  anf* 
wered.  We  then  went  with  the  Con¬ 
ful  to  another  houfe,  which  we  ima¬ 
gined  to  be  the  bank,  where  he  paid 
>  -  • 

the  Arabs,  who  brought  us  to  Mat- 
terah,  35  dollars,  which  was  far  fhort 
of  what  we  had  agreed  to  give  them  5 
but  the  Conful  infilling  it  was  enough, 
they  took  it  and  went  their  way.  He 
next  took  us  to  a  houfe  near  the  fea 
fide,  where  he  ordered  victuals  and 
drink  for  us  ;  and  we  were  foon 
ferved  with  dates,  £fh,  bread,  and 
water*  Having  refrefhed  otirfelves 
by  this  good  man’s  bounty,  and  hav- 

■  %  1  v 

ing  a  view  of  the  fhips  in  the  har¬ 
bour,  we  began  to  feel  new  life,  and 

aim  oft 
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aim  oft  to  think  ourfelves  reftored  to 
our  former  flrength  Sc  vigour  ;  tho* 
in  reality  we  were  ftill  in  a  moft  de¬ 
plorable  condition.  We  were  anxious 
to  fee  our  former  fhipmate,  to  know 
who  it  was  that  was  fo  fortunate  as 
to  furvive  the  journey,  as  well  as 
ourfelves  ;  and  foon  after  we  found 
it  to  be  Samuel  Laha,  as  we  faw  him 
going  in  a  boat  on  board  of  a  fhip* 
About  3  o'clock  our  attendants  ferv*- 
ed  us  fome  rice,  doll,  and  gee.  The 
doll  is  a  kind  of  grain  very  much 
like  gray  peas  in  England,  which  they 
fplit,  and  when  boiled  is  tolerable 
food.  The  gee  is  a  fort  of  butter, 
which  they  ufe  as  we  do  butter,  but 
which  Europeans  and  Americans  do 
not  much  like.  They  gave  us  alfo 
Xome  onions  and  dates  :  and  having 

made 
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made  another  good  meal,  we  felt  ohr 
fpirits  greatly  revived,  though  our 
flrength  was  (till  low,  and  our  bodies 
very  fore.  We  now  waited  with 
impatience  the  return  of  the  Conful, 
who  had  promifed  to  procure  us 
fome  clothes,  as  we  were  almoft  na¬ 
ked,  and  could  not  go  out  of  the 
houfe  on  that  account.  He  lent  us  a 
barber,  who  fhaved  us,  and  combed 
our  hair  ;  having  feen  neither  razor 
nor  comb  lince  the  time  of  our  fhip- 
wreck  till  now.  While  this  was  per¬ 
forming,  we  had  the  pleafure  of  fee¬ 
ing  our  old  fhipmate,  Laha,  come  in  ; 
who  informed  us,  that  he  had  been 
in  Mufkat  four  days  ;  that  he  had 
fufFered  much  in  his  journey,  having 
walked  all  the  way,  without  the  lead: 
gfliflance  ;  and  that  he  was  going  to 

work 
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work  his  paflage  to  Bombay  in  an 
Englifh  fnow.  Having  waited  till 
near  night  for  the  ConfuL,  we  began 
to  conjecture  that  he  had  forgot  his 
promile  5  and  it  being  late 'by  this 
time,  we  were  obliged  to  content 
ourfelves  for  the  night,  and  wait  the 
refult  of  the  morning. 

...  _  *  J  v  "  ■  ,  _  ,  • 

v  m  t  ,  ,  ,  '  .  i  !  ‘  V  > 

In  the  morning  {Aug.  13)  Captain 
Johnfon  fent  a  letter  to  the  Matter  of 
the  Englilh  fnow  in  which  Laha  was 
going  to  Bombay,  acquainting  him 
with  our  diftrelfes,  and  imploring  his 
fympathy  and  affiftance  in  contribut¬ 
ing  to  our  relief  j  and  in  a  lliort  time 
after,  an  anfwer  was  returned  by  the 
generous  Englilhman,  accompanied 
with  feveral  fuits  of  clothes  for  Cap¬ 
tain  johnfon,  and  one  for  each  of  the 
r  reft. 
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Tefl  of  us.  having-  received  fo  bouii* 
tiful  a  donation  from  a  man  we  had 
never  feen,  gratitude  bade  us  make 
him  the  firft  offer  of  our  Cervices. 

1  .  ■  v  x  t 

'The  Conful  came  to  us  early  this 

morning,  and  removed  us  to  a  boufe 

near  the  middle  of  the  town,  and 

told  us  he  had  clothes  making  for  us. 
*  ° 

There  was  not  an  European  or  white 
man  of  any  nation,  in  the  harbour, 
who  did  not  come  to  fee  us,  fo  that 
we  did  not  want  for  company  the 
whole  day  :  among  other  vifitors  was 
an  Arabian,  who  commanded  a  fhip 
that  wanted  a  carpenter  ;  and  he  took 
our  carpenter's  mate,  Valentine  Bag- 
ley,  along  with  him,  and  put  him  into 
immediate  pay,  and  gave  him  fom£ 
very  good  clothes.  The  Conful  took 
care  to  have  vi&uals  provided  for  us 
.  *  this 
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tills  day,  as  he  had  the  preceding  one  : 
and  about  fun-fet  we  had  the  pleas¬ 
ure  of  feeing  our  benefactor,  the 
Mailer  of  the  Englifh  fnow  ;  who 
came  on  (bore  to  make  us  a  vifit,  at¬ 
tended  by  his  clerk,  who  appeared  to 
fympathize  with  us.  On  offering  him 
our  fervice,  he  told  us  he  was  going 
away  very  foon,  and  advifed  us  to 
flay  on  fhore  till  we  were  flronger, 
and  our  health  perfectly  re  ft  ore  d. 
We  thanked  him  for  his  goodnefs, 
and  he  took  his  leave  of  us. 

In  the  morning  (slug.  14)  Captain 
Johnfon  applied  to  the  Conful  for 
money  to  purchafe  our  provifions 
with,  as  we  did  not  like  the  manner 
of  the  Arabs  cooking  it  ;  to  which  he 
readily  agreed,  and  gave  him  one 

,•  dollar, 
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dollar,  adding,  that  if  that  were  not 
Sufficient  he  might  have  whatever 
more  he  wanted.  We  now  went  to 
the  market,  and  bought  fuch  provis¬ 
ions  as  we  liked,  and  cooked  them 
ourfelves.  Thus  we  lived  two  days 
longer;  and  finding  ourfelves  much 
ftronger,  and  thinking  it  advifable  to 
get  clear  of  expenfes  if  pofiible,  we 
agreed  to  go  on  board  different  fliips 
in  the  harbour  to  work,  till  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  offered  of  going  to  fome  Eng- 
lifh  port  in  India.  I  went  on  board 
an  Arabian  fhip,  where  I  found  three 
French  Tailors,  who  were  very  kind 
to  me,  and  gave  me  a  (liirt  and  trow- 
fers,  which  were  very  ferviceable  to 
me  ;  and  I  ftaid  on  board  five  days, 
and  was  v/ell  treated  by  every  one  on 
board.  On  the  fixth  day,  Captain 

L  John 
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John  Chriflian  Gaddis,  of  the  fhip 
Laurel,  of  Bengal,  bound  to  Bombay, 
offered  us  a  paffage  thither,  which 
we  all  readily  accepted,  faving  Bag- 
ley,  who  had  gone  carpenter  in  an 
Arabian  fhip.  Capt.  Johnfon,  Lea- 
therby,  Buthby,  and  myfelf,  accord¬ 
ingly  went  on  board  the  Laurel,  and 
failed  the  fame  night.  Capt.  John¬ 
fon  gave  us  our  bill  of  expenfes  at 
Mufkat,  for  which  he  laid  lie  was 
refponfible  :  it  amounted  to  n  dol¬ 
lars  each,  viz.  for  camels  hire  7,  one 
fhirt  andtrowfers  2,  and  provifions  2 
more*  But  the  bills  were  of  little 
more  confequence  than  to  remind  us 
that  after  all  our  hardfhips  and  fuf- 
ferings  we  wrere  in  debt,  and  without 
a  fingle  farthing  to  difcharge  it  with, 
or  even  to  help  ourfelves.  On  the 

,  30th 
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goth  of  Auguft  we  arrived  at  Bom¬ 
bay,  much  recruited  in  health,  tfiro? 
the  goodnefs  of  God,  and  the  un- 
fpeakable  kindnefs  of  Capt.  Gaddis 
and  his  chief  officer.  Thus,  after  a 
term  of  51  days,  in  which  we  had 
fuffered  hardihips  and  trials  feldoni 
known  to  human  nature,  {hatched 
from  the  very  jaws  of  death,  thanks 
to  the  Supreme  Dilpofer  of  all  events, 
we  were  once  more  placed  in  a  fitu- 
ation  to  feek  a  living  in  this  varie¬ 
gated,  troublefome  world. - On 

our  arrival  we  found  our  old  fhip- 
mate  Laha  had  got  there  before  ws  : 
he  came  on  board  direflly  to  fee  us, 
and  informed  us  what  fliips  in  the 
harbour  wanted  hands  ;  and  Buthby 
went  immediately  on  board  the 
Queen,  bound  to  England  ;  butLea- 

therby 
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therby  and  myfelf  concluded  to  go 

* 

on  board  the  (hip  Fame,  of  Bolton, 
Captain  Standfafl  Smith,  bound  to 
the  IHe  of  France  and  Offend.  This 
fliip  laid  in  dock  at  MalTegon,  a  con- 
iidei;ab!e  diflance  up  the  harbour* 
We  communicated  our  intention  to 
Captain  Gaddis,  who  approved  of  it.  3 
and  calling  us  into  his  cabin,  he  gave 
-us  each  five  dollars  ;  the  Chief  Mate 
alfo  gave  each  of  us  one  dollar,  two 
Hurts,  two  trowfers,  and  one  jacket : 
Capt.  Gaddis’s  goodnefs  did  not  Hop 
here,  for  he  hired  a  boat  to  carry  us. 
to  MalTegon  5  where  having  arrived, 
we  agreed  with  Capt.  Smith,  and  im¬ 
mediately  entered  on  board  his  fliip, 
which  being  then  under  repair,  we 
did  not  fail  until  the  26th  of  Septem¬ 
ber.  On  the  rath  of  November  we 

arrived 
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arrived  at  the  Ifle  of  France  ;  where 
I  left  Captain  Smith,  and  took  a  third 
Mate’s  birth  on  board  the  American 
fhip  Robert  Morris,  Captain  John 
Hay,  bound  to  Madras  ;  for  which 
place  we  failed  on  the  3d  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  and  arrived  there  the  9th  of 
February,  1793  5  failed  again  on  the 
25th  for  Calcutta,  where  we  arrived 
on  the  9th  of  March.  Here,  to  my 
great  joy,  I  was  informed  of  the  fafe 
arrival  of  Mr.  Robert  Williams  at 
Bombay,  contrary  to  every  expe£ia- 
tion,  confidering  the  (hocking  condi¬ 
tion  in  which  we  left  him.  On  the 
17th  of  March  we  dropped  down  the 
river,  and  on  the  12th  of  June  failed 
for  Oftend.  On  the  27th  of  Septem¬ 
ber  we  fell  in  with  a  Dutch  cruifer, 
with  two  prizes,  bound  into  the  Cape 

L  2  of 
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of  Good  Hope,  where  we  all  arrived 
together  the  ift  of  October.  Our  fhip 
being  leaky,  we  tarried  there  till 
the  25th  to  repair  ;  and  we  arriv- 
'  ed  at  Oftend  on  the  20th  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  17*94.  Here  the  hands  were  all 
difcharged,  as  the  ihip  was  going  to 
England  to  repair.  Finding  no  A-* 
merican  (hip  there,!  entered  into  the 
tranfport  fervice,  to  keep  clear  of 
experifes  till  I  could  get  a  palfage  to 
America;  and  afterwards  was  prelfed 
on  board  a  King’s  (hip,  where  I  was 
kept  feveral  weeks,  and  then  made 
my  efcape,  and  got  to  Blackwell  in 
England,  and  thence  back  to  Oflend  ; 
foon  after  which,  arrived  the  fnow 
Enterprize,'  Captain  William  Ward, 
from  Calcutta,  bound  to  Salem  ;  in 
which  veifel  I  failed  on  the  9th  of 

June 
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June,  and  arrived  at  Salem  on -the 
17th  of  Augufi  following,  when  I  had 
the  happinefs  of  being  once  more 
j'eftored  to  my  friends,  after  an  ab- 
fence  of  about  forty  months. 

Soon  after  my  arrival,  I  faw  my 
fellow  fufferer,  Mr.  Robert  Willi- 

r 

ams  ;  who  informed  me,  that  after 
.we  parted  with  him  he  went  back  to 

1 

the  fpring  we  had  left,  where  he 
caught  fome  frogs,  and  flaid  till  he 
was  a  little  recruited,  and  finally  got 
along  to  Mufkat  ;  and  that  at  Mu£- 
kat  he  met  with  Mr.  Ockington, 
wliofe  unfortunate  friend,  Mr.  Sea- 
ver,  had  failed  in  the  journey. 

Thus,  out  of  17  white  perfons  who 
J^egan  the  journey,  I  am  knowing 

to 
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to  8  who  got  through  Sc  furvived  it, 
viz.  Capt.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Robert  Wil¬ 
liams,  Mr.  Ockington,  Valentine 
Bagley,  Solomon  Buthby,  James 
Leatherby,  SamuelLaha,  and  myfelf. 

- The  Lafcars  being  always  ac- 

cuftomed  to  going  naked,  and  liv¬ 
ing  abflemioully,  it  is  fuppofed  they 
fuffered  but  little,  and  either  got 
to  Mulkat  or  continued  in  the 
country,  as  they  chofe.  It  was  the 
fate  of  Juba  Hill,  the  black  man 
from  Boflon,  to  be  detained  among 
the  Arabs,  probably  as  a  Have. 


APPENDIX. 


HE  fhip  Commerce  was  call  away  in  that  di- 


X  vifion  of  Arabia  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Happy  Arabia — deriving  that  epithet  from  a 
luxuriance  of  foil  which  fome  parts  of  it  pof- 
feffes,  unknown  to  the  barren  coail  which  it 
was  our  lot  to  travel.  Scorching  fands,  mofs- 
covered  mountains,  and  naked  rocks,  were 
the  painful  variety  w'hich  our  journey  afforded ;  and 
the  people  we  met  with  had  hearts  as  infufceptible 
of  pity  as  the  rocks  of  thpir  coaft.  Thefe  people 
were  of  a  fwarthy  complexion,  and  had  black  hair 
and  eyes.  The  marks  of  poverty  attended  them—- 
thofe  efpecially  whom  we  met  with  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  our  travels.  The  men  generally  had  on 
no  other  clothes  than  a  piece  of  cotton  cloth  about 
the  lower  part  of  the  bodv,  and  fometimes  a 
goat-fkin  turban  on  their  heads ;  and  were  com¬ 
monly  armed  :  the  women  wore  a  long  piece  of 
cotton  cloth,  which  covered  them  from  head  to 
foot,  their  feet  being  bare.  They  appeared  to 
.live  moftly  by  hiking.  When  they  gave  us  water 
at  a  diftance  from  their  fprings,  it  appeared  to 
be  to  them  a  precious  article :  more  generous 
liquois  they  were  probablv  unacquainted  with, 
as  they  paid  no  regard  to  the  wine  which  came 
afhore  in  our  long-boat.  A  grove  of  date  trees 
was  the  habitation  of  fome;  others  had  tents, 
made  with  four  poles  fet  into  the  ground,  and  a 
mat  fixed  upon  the  tops ;  and  as  we  drew  near 


Mulkat^ 


Mnfkat,  we  found  numerous  villages  of  frnafli 
houfes,  crowded  with  inhabitants.  Their  food* 
their  manner  of  cooking,  and  their  domeflic  uten- 
fils,  were  as  coarfeand  Ample  as  their  habitations; 
but  thefe  improved  as  we  came  among  their  vil¬ 
lages  ;  and  it  was  obfervable  that  our  treatment 
became  a  degree  lefs  favage,  as  we  drew  towards 
thefe  fetrlements — a  faint  cSk£l,  probably,  of  the 
kind  influence  of  fociety  and  commerce.  When 
they  robbed  us,  they  never  offered  any  violence  to 
our  perfons,  if  we  made  no  refinance.  Muikat 
is  a  large  town  ;  the  hodfes  well  built  of  ftone, 
three  and  four  ftories  high  ;  it  has  a  good  harbour, 
and  confiderable  trade ;  the  inhabitants  are  nu¬ 
merous,  and  the  place  is^lentifully  fuppliod  with 
proviflons.  • ;  • 


ARABIA  is  in  the  quarter  of  Alia  ;  and,  as  de>- 
fcribed  by  hiitorians  and  geographers*  lies,  in  its 
greareit  extent,  between  the  12th  &  35th  degrees  of 
N.  lat.  and  the  36th  and  61  ft  of  E.  long.  From 
its  fituation  between  the  Ifthmus  of  Suez,  the  Red 
Sea,  the  River  Euphrates,  the  Perflan  Gulph,  the 
Bay  of  Ormus,  the  Streights  of  Babel- Mandel, 
and  the  Indian  Ocean,  it  may  be  looked  upon  as 
a  peninfula,  and  that  one  of  the  larged  in  the 
world.  Its  firft  divifion,  as  we  find  by  Scripture, 
was  into  Arabah  and  Kedem  :  Ptolerny  divided 
it  into  three  parts — Stony  Arabia,  Defert  Arabia, 
and  Happy  Arabia. 

As  a  great  part  of  this  country  lies  under  the 
torrid  zone,  and  the  tropic  of  Cancer  paffes  over 
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Happy  Arabia,  the  air  is  exceflively  dry  anil  hot, 
A  great  part  of  it  is  a  lonefome  defert,  diverfified 
only  with  plains  covered  with  fand,  and  moun¬ 
tains  of  naked  rocks  and  precipices  ;  nor  ever, 
uniefs  fometimes  at  the  equinoxes,  refreftied  with 
rain.  The  fands  of  the  deferts,  when  agitated  by 
the  winds,  roll  like  the  troubled  ocean,  and  fome- 
times  form  huge  mountains,  by  which  whole  ca¬ 
ravans  have  been  buried  or  loft.  Wells  and  foun¬ 
tains  are  exceedingly  rare.  Thole  vaft  plains  of 
fand  are,  however,  interfperfed  here  and  there 
with  fruitful  {pots,  like  fo  many  iflands  in 
the  midft  of  the  ocean  :  thefe  being  rendered  ex¬ 
tremely  delightful  by  their  verdure,  and  the  more 
fo  by  the  neighbourhood  of  thofe  frightful  deferts, 
the  Arj*bs  encamp  upoaithem  ;  and  having  con- 
fumed  every  thing  they  find  upon  one,  remove  to 
another.  The  fouthern  part  of  Arabia  is  bleft 
with  a  fertile  foil,  which  has  acquired  it  the  title  of 
Happy:  there  are  produced  the  valuable  gums, 
which  are  carried  to  all  parts  of  the  world  ;  rich 
fpices  and  fruits,  and  corn  and  wine. 

In  Arabia  Hands  Mount  Sinai,  memorable  as 
the  place  where  the  law  was  given  to  the  Israelites : 
at  the  foot  of  it  is  a  beautiful  plain,  nearly  nine 
miles  in  length,  and  above  three  in  breadth,  on 
which  the  Ifraelites  encamped.  From  Mount 
Sinai  may  be  feen  Mount  Horeb,  where  Mofes 
kept  the  flocks  of  Jethro,  his  father-in-law,  when 
he  faw  the  burning  bufh. 

The  Arabs  are  difUnguifhed  by  hiftorians, 
'  as  that  remarkable  people*  of  whom  it  was  fore¬ 
told,  that  they  fliould  be  invincible — “  have  their 
hands  againft  eyery  man,  and  every  man’s  hands 
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them.”  They  have  inhabited  the  county y 
they  at  prefent  poiTefs,  alinoft  from  the  deluge, 
without  intermixing  with  other  nations.  In  the 
early  ages,  the  Hhmaelites  were  one  of  the  moft 
conftderable  tribes  in  that  country  ;  and  Kimihi, 
an  oriental  hiftorian,  infinuares,  that  they  were 
originally  the  children  of  Hagar,  by  an  Arab, 
after  Ihe  had  left  Abraham. 

According  to  the  orient?!  hiftorians,  the  Arabs 
are  to  be  divided  into  two  claftes,  viz.  the  old 
lojl  Arabs ,  and  the  prefent .  Concerning  the  for¬ 
mer  there  are  fome  traditions,  too  unintelligible 
to  be  related  here. 

The  prefent  Arabs,  according  to  their  own 
hiftorians,  are  fprung  from  Xahtan,  the  fame  with 
Joktan,  the  fon  of  EbaBjhand  Adnan,  defcended 
in  a  diretft  line  from  Iffcmael  the  fon  of  Abraham. 
The  former  of  thefe  they  call  the  genuine  or  pure 
Arabs’^  and  the  laiter,  the  naturalized  or  injttitious 
Arabs. 

Joktan,  the  fon  of  Eber,  had  thirteen  Tons,  who 
fome  time  alter  the  contufioo  of  languages  fettled 
in  Arabia,  extending  themTelves  from  Meftia  to 
Sephar,  a  mountainous  place  in  the  fouth  eafiern 
part  of  that  peninfula.  According  to  the  Arabi¬ 
an  hiftcrians,  he  had  31  fons,  all  of  whom  left  A- 
rabia,  and  went  into  India,  except  vwo,  viz.  Ya- 
rab  and  Jorhnm  ;  the  former  of  whom,  they  fay, 
gave  the  name  both  to  their  country  and  language, 
ifhmael  and  his  mother  Hagar,  having  been  riif- 
mi  fifed  by  Abraham,  entered  into  the  wildernefs 
of  Paran,  as  related  m  the  book  of  Genefis. 
The  facred  hiftoriap  informs  us,  that  during  his 
refidence  in  the  wiidernefs,  he  married  an  Egvp- 
v  tian 
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thn  ;  ■and  the  Arabian  writers  fay  that  he  alfo 
took  to  wife  the  daughter  of  Modad,  king  of  He- 
jjaz,  lineally  defcended  from  Jorham  the  founder 
of  that  kingdom.  By  the  Egyptian,  he  was  pro¬ 
bably  the  father  of  the  Scenite  or  Wild  Arabs ; 
and  having  allied  himfelf  to  the  Jorha  mites,  he  is 
confidered  by  the  Arabians  as  the  father  of  the 
greateft  part  of  their  nation. 

But  a  particular  hiftory  of  the  Arabs  is  afide 
from  the  purpofe  of  this  appendix.  The  propa¬ 
gation  of  a  new  religion,  and  the  founding  of  a 
vaft  empire,  by  their  countryman  Mahomet, 
are  fubje&s  with  which  every  one  is  acquainted. 
Their  national  chara&er  is  more  in  point ;  and 
this  we  may  receive  from  the  elegant  pen  of  Mr. 
’Gibbon — premifing,  that  a  character,  which 
may  apply  to  the  nation  at  large,  will  undoubt¬ 
edly  be  more  favourable  than  one  which  might 
be  truly  drawn  for  the  wretched  inhabitants  of  a 
barren  coall,  feparated  from  fociqty,  and  living 
wholly  under  the  wants  of  poverty,  and  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  evil  paflioBS : — “  On  the  feacoafl:  (fays 
Guthrie)  they  are  mere  pirates,  and  make  prize 
of  every  velfel  they  can  mailer,  of  whatever  na¬ 
tion.” 

The  perpetual  independence  of  the  Arabs  “  has 
been  the  theme  of  praife  (fays  Mr.  Gibbon)  a- 
mong  ftrangers  and  natives.  The  kingdom  of 
Yemen,  it  is  true,  has  been  fucceflively  fubdued 
by  the  Abyflinians,  the  Perfians,  the  Sultans  of 
Egypt,  and  the  Turks  :  the  holy  cities  of  Mecca 
and  Medina  have  repeatedly  bowed  under  a  Scy¬ 
thian  tyrant ;  and  the  Roman  province  of  Arabia 
embraced  the  peculiar  wildernefs  in  which  Ifmaei 
and  bis  Tons  mull  have  pitched  their  tents  in  the 
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face  of  their  brethren.  Yet  thefe  exceptions  arc 
temporary  or  local :  the  body  of  the  nation  has 
efcaped  the  yoke  of  the  moil  powerful  monarch¬ 
ies  :  the  arms  of  Sefoftris  and  Cyrus,  of  Pompey 
and  Trajan,  could  never  achieve  the  conqueft  cf 
Arabia  :  the  prefent  Sovereign  of  the  Turks  may 
exercife  a  fhadovv  of  jurifdiftion  ;  but  his  pride  is 
reduced  to  folicit  the  friendihip  of  a  people,  whom 
it  is  dangerousto  provoke,  and  fruitlefs  to  attack. 
The  obvious  caufes  of  their  freedom  are  inferibed 
on  the  character  and  country  of  the  Arabs.  Many 
ages  before  Mahomet,  their  intrepid  valour  had 
been  feverely  felt  by  their  neighbours,  in  often  five 
and  defenfive  war.  T  he  patient  and  a&ive  vir¬ 
tues  of  a  foldier  are  infenfibly  nurfed  in  the  habits 
and  difeipline  of  a  paftoral  life.  The  care  of  the 
fheep  and  camels  is  abandoned  to  the  women  of 
the  tribe  ;  but  the  martial  youth,  under  the  ban¬ 
ner  of  the  Emir,  is  ever  on  horfeback,  and  in  the 
field,  to  pra&ife  the  exercife  of  the  bow,  the  jave¬ 
lin,  and  the  feymetar.  The  long  memory  of 
their  independence  is  the  firmed  pledge  of  its  per¬ 
petuity  ;  and  fucceeding  generations  are  animated 
to  prove  their  defeent,  and  to  maintain  their  in¬ 
heritance.  Their  domeftic  feuds  are  fufpended  on 
the  approach  of  a  common  enemy  ;  and  in  their  laft 
hoftilities  againft  the  Turks,  the  caravan  of  Mec¬ 
ca  was  attacked  and  pillaged  by  four  fcore  thou- 
fand  of  the  confederates.  When  they  advance  to 
battle,  the  hope  of  vi&ory  is  in  the  front  ;  and  in 
the  rear,  the  afiurance  of  a  retreat.  Their  horfes 
and  camels,  who  in  eight  or  ten  days  can  perform 
a  march  of  four  or  five  hundred  miles,  difappear 
before  the  conqueror  ;  the  fecret  waters  of  the  de- 
ftert.  elude  his  fearch ;  and  his  victorious  troops 
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are  confumed  with  third,  hunger  and  fatigue,  in 
the  purfuit  of  an  invifible  foe,  who  fcorns  his  ef¬ 
forts,  and  fafely  repofes  in  the  heart  of  the  burn¬ 
ing  folirude.  *  *  *  *  * 

**  The  {laves  of  dorneftic  tyranny  may  vainly 
exult  in  their  national  independence  :  but  the  A- 
rab  is  perfonally  free ;  and  he  enjoys,  in  fome 
degree,  the  benefits  of  fociety,  without  forfeiting 
the  prerogatives  of  nature.  In  every  tribe,  fu- 
perftition,  or  gratitude,  or  fortune,  has  exalted  a 
particular  family  above  the  heads  of  their  equals. 
The  dignities  of  Shaik  and  Emir  invariably  def- 
cend  in  this  chofen  race  :  but  the  order  of  fuc- 
ceffion  is  loofe  and  precarious ;  and  the  mod  wor¬ 
thy  or  aged  of  the  noble  kinfmen  are  preferred  to 
the  fimple,  though  important,  office  of  compofing 
difputes  by  their  advice,  and  guiding  valour  by 
their  example.  The  momentary  junftion  of  fev- 
eral  tribes  produces  an  army  ;  their  more  lading 
union  conditutes  a  nation  ;  and  the  Supreme 
Chief,  the  Emir  of  Emirs,  whofe  banner  is  dif- 
played  at  their  head,  may  deferve,  in  the  eyes  of 
d  rangers,  the  honours  of  the  kingly  name.  If  the 
Arabian  princes  abufe  their  power,  they  are 
quickly  punifhed  by  the  defertion  of  their  fubjefts, 
who  had  been  accudomed  to  a  mild  and  parental 
jurifdiftion.  Their  fpirit  is  free,  their  fteps  are 
unconfined,  the  defert  is  open,  and  the  tribes  and 
families  are  held  together  by  a  mutual  and  volun¬ 
tary  compaft.  *  *  *  *  * 

“  In  the  dudy  of  nations  and  men,  we  may  ob^ 
ferve  the  caufes  that  render  them  hodile  or 
friendly  to  each  other — that  tend  to  narrow  or 
enlarge,  to  mollify  or  exafperate,  the  focial  char- 
after.  The  feparation  of  the  Arabs  from  the  red 
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©f  mankind  has  accuflomed  them  to  confound  the 
ideas  of  ftranger  and  enemy  and  the  poverty  of 
the  land  has  introduced  a  maxim  of  jurifpru- 
dence,  which  they  believe  and  pra&ife  to  the  pre¬ 
lent  hour  :  they  pretend,  that  in  the  divilion  of 
the  earth  the  rich  and  fertile  climates  were  align¬ 
ed  to  the  other  branches  of  the  human  family  j 
and  that  the  pofterity  of  the  outlaw  Ifmael  might 
recover,  by  fraud  or  force,  the  portion  of  inherit¬ 
ance  of  which  he  had  been  unjuftly  deprived. 
According  to  the  remark  of  Pliny,  the  Arabian 
tribes  are  equally  addidted  to  theft  and  merchan- 
dife  :  the  caravans  that  traverfe  the  defert  are  ran- 
fbmed  or  pillaged ;  and  their  neighbours,  fince 
the  remote  times  of  Job  and  Sefoftris,  have  been 
the  victims  of  their  rapacious  fpirit.  If  a  Bedo- 
ween  difcovers  from  afar  a  folitary  traveller,  he 
rides  furioufly  againft  him,  crying,  with  a  loud 
voice,  “  Undrefs  thyfelf,  thy  aunt  ( my  wife)  is 
without  a  garment.”  A  ready  fubmifiion  entitles 
him  to  mercy  ;  refinance  will  provoke  the  ag- 
greffor,  and  his  own  blood  muft  expiate  the  blood 
which  he  prefumes  to  (bed  in  legitimate  defence. 
A '{ingle  robber,  or  a  few  alfociates,  are  branded 
with  their  genuine  name  ;  but  the  exploits  of  a 
numerous  band  affume  the  charadler  of  lawful  and 
honourable  war.  The  temper  of  a  people,  thus 
armed  againft  mankind,  was  doubly  inflamed  by 
the  domeftic  licence  of  rapine,  murder,  and  re¬ 
venge.  In  the  conftitution  of  Europe,  the  right 
of  peace  and  war  is  now  confined  to  a  fmall,  and 
the  actual  exercife  to  a  much  fmaller,  lift  of  ref- 
pe&able  potentates  ;  but  each  Arab,  with  impu¬ 
nity  and  renown,  might  point  his  javelin  againft 
the  life  of  his  countryman.  The  union  of  the 
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nation  confided  only  in  a  vague  re  fe  mb  la  nee  of 
language  and  manners ;  and  in  each  community 
the  jurifdidion  of,  the  ‘magidrate  was  mate  and 
impotent.  Of  the  time  ot  ignorance  which  pre¬ 
ceded  Mahomet,  1 700  battles  are  recorded  by 
tradition ;  hodility  was  embittered  with  the  ran¬ 
cour  of  civil  fa&ion  ;  and  the  recital,  in  profe  or 
verfe,  of  an  obfolete  feud,  was  fufficient  to  re¬ 
kindle  the  fame  padions  among  the  defeendents  of 
the  hoftile  tribes.  In  private  life,  every  man,  at 
lead  every  family,  was  the  judge  and  avenger  of 
its  own  caufe.  The  nice  fenfibility  of  honour, 
which  weighs  the  infult  rather  than  the  injury, 
fheds  its  deadly  venom  on  the  quarrels  of  the  A- 
rabs  :  the  honour  of  their  women,  and  of  their 
beards ,  is  molt  eafily  wounded  ;  an  indecent  ac¬ 
tion,  a  contemptuous  word,  can  be  expiated  only 

bv  the  blood  of  the  offender  :  and  fuch  is  their 
^  * 

patient  inveteracy,  that  they  expert,  whole  months 
and  years,  the  opportunity  of  revenge.  A  fine  or 
compenfation  for  murder  is  familiar  to  the  barba¬ 
rians  of  every  age  ;  but  in  Arabia  the  kinfmen  of 
the  dead  are  at  liberty  to  accept  the  atonement,  or 
to  exercife  with  their  own  hands  the  law  of  retal¬ 
iation.  The  refined  malice  of  the  Arabs  refufes 
even  the  head  of  the  murderer,  fubuitutes  an  in¬ 
nocent  to  the  guilty  perfon,  andr:nnsfers  the  pen¬ 
alty  to  the  belt  and  mod  confiderabie  of  the  race 
by  whom  they  have  been  injured.  If  he  falls  by 
their  hands,  they  are  expofed  in  their  turn  to  the 
danger  of  reprifals ;  the  intered  and  principal  of 
the  bloody  debt  are  accumulated  ;  the  individuals 
of  either  family  lead  a  life  of  malice  and  fufoi- 
cion  :  and  fifty  years  may  fometimes  eiapfe,  be¬ 
fore  the  account  of  vengeance  be  finally  fettled. 

M  2  '  This 
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This  fangtiinary  fpirit,  ignorant  of  pity  or  fo?- 
givencfs,  has  been  moderated,  however,  by  the 
maxims  of  honour,  which  require  in  every  private 
‘  encounter  fome  equality  of  age  and  ftrength,  of 
numbers  and  weapons,  *  *  *  * 

“  But  the  fpirit  of  rapine  and  revenge  was  at¬ 
tempered  by  the  milder  influence  of  trade  and  li¬ 
terature.  The  folitary  peninfula  is  encompafled 
by  the  mofl  civilized  nations  of  the  ancient  world  ; 
the  merchant  is  the  friend  of  mankind  ;  and  the 
annual  caravans  imported  the  firft  feeds  of  know¬ 
ledge  and  politenefs  into  the  cities,  and  even  -the 
camps  of  the  defert.  The  arts  of  grammar,  of 
metre,  and  of  rhetoric,  were  unknown  to  the  free¬ 
born  eloquence  of  the  Arabians;  but  their  pene¬ 
tration  was  (harp,  their  fancy  luxuriant,  their  wit 
ftrong  and  fententious,  and  their  more  elaborate 
compofitions  were  add  refled  with  energy  and  ef- 
fe'ft  to  the  minds  of  their  hearers.  The  genius 
and  merit  of;a  riling  poet  were  celebrated  by  the 
applaufe  of  his  own  and  the  kindred  tribes.  *  *, 

*”***  The  Arabian  poets  were  the 
hiflerians  and  moralifts  of  the  age;  and  if  they 
fy mpathized  with  the  prejudices,  they  infpired 
and  crowned  the  virtues,  of  their  countrymen. 
The  indiiToluble  union  of  generofity  and  valour 
was  the  darling  theme  of  their  fong  ;  and  when 
they  pointed  their  keeneft  fatire  againft  a  defpica- 
!>le  race,,  they  affirmed,  in  the  bitternefs  of  re- 
.  preach,  thae  the  men  knew  not  how  to  give,  nor 
the  women  to  deny .  The  fame  hofpitality  which 
was  praftifed  by  Abraham,  and  celebrated  by 
Homer,  is  frill  renewed  in  the  camps  of  the  A- 
rabs.  The  ferocious  Bedoweens,  the  terrour  of  the 
defert,  embrace,,  without  inquiry  or  hefuation*. 
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the  ftranger  who  dares  to  confide  in  their  honour, 
and  to  enter  their  tent  :  his  treatment  is  kind  and 
refpe&ful ;  he  ftiares  the  wealth  or  the  poverty  of 
his  hoft;  and,  after  a  needful  repofe,  he  is  dif- 
mifled  on  his  way,  with  thanks,  with  blelfings, 
and  perhaps  with  gifts.” 


BEDOWEENS  is  a  modern  name  by  which 
the  wild  Arabs  are  diftingu idled,  who  inhabit  the 
deferts,  who  live  in  tents,  and  who  are  perpetually 
removing  from  one  place  to  another.  Such  is  the 
fuuaticn  in  which  nature  has  placed  thefe  people— 
under  a  Iky  almolt  perpetually  inflamed  and  with¬ 
out  clouds,  in  the  midlt  of  immenfe  and  boundlefs 
plains,  without  houfes,  trees,  rivulets,  or  hills — as 
to  make  of  them  a  race  of  men  equally  finguiar  in 
their  phyflcal  and  moral  character.  This  Angu¬ 
larity  is  fo  ftriking,  that  even  their  neighbours  the 
Syrians  regard  them  as  extraordinary  beings,  ef- 
pecially  thofe  tribes  which  dwell  in  the  depths  of 
the  deferr,  and  never  approach  the  towns.  When 
in  the  time  of  Shaik  Daher  feme  of  their  horfe- 
men  came  as  far  as  Acre,  they  excited  the  fame 
curiofity  there,  as  a  vifit  from  the  favages  of  A- 
jnerica  would  in  Europe.  Every  body  viewed 
with  furprife  thefe  men,  who  were  more  diminu¬ 
tive,  meagre,  andfwarthy,  than  any  of  the  known 
jBedoweens  :  their  withered  legs  were  only  com¬ 
peted  of  tendons,  and  had  no  calves  ;  their  bellies 
Teemed  to  cling  to  their  backs ;  and  their  hair  was 
frizzled  almoft  as  much  as  that  of  the  Negroes. 
They,  on  the  other  hand,  were  no  lefs  aftonilhed 
at  every  thing  they  faw :  they  could  neither  con¬ 
ceive 


ccive  how  the  hotifes  and  minarets  could  Hand  e- 
re&,  nor  how  men  ventured  to  dwell  beneath 
them,  and  always  in  the  fame  fpot ;  but,  above 
all,  the}'  were  in  an  extafy  on  beholding  the  fea, 
nor  could  they  comprehend  what  that  defert  of 
water  could  be.  In  general,  the  Bedoweens  are 
fmall,  meagre,  and  tawny  ;  more  fo,  however,  in 
the,  heart  of  the  defert  than  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
cultivated  country ;  but  they  are  always  of  a 
darker  hue  than  the  neighbouring  peafants.  They 
aifo  differ  among  themfelves  in  the  fame  camp ; 
the  Shaiks,  that  is,  the  rich,  and  their  attendants, 
being  always  taller  and  more  corpulent  than  the 
common  clafs :  M.  Volney  has  feen  fome  of  them 
above  5  feet  6  inches  high,  though  in  generabthey 
do  not  exceed  ;  feet  2  inches.  This  difference  is 
only  to  be  attributed  to  their  food,  with  which  the 
former  are  fupplied  more  abundantly  than  the  lat¬ 
ter.  1  he  lower  fclafs  live  in  a  ftate  of  habitual 
vvretchednefs  and  famine :  it  is  a  faft,  that  the 
quantity  of  food  ufually  confumed  by  the  greater 
part  of  them  does  not  exceed  ffx  ounces  a  day  :  fix 
or  feven  dates  foaked  in  melted  butter,  a  little 
fweet  milk  or  curds,  ferve  a  man  a  whole  day; 
and  he  effeems  himfelf  happy  when  he  can  add  a 
fmall  quantity  of  coarfe  flour,  or  a  little  ball  of 
rice.  Meat  is  referved  for  the  greateff  feftivals  ; 
and  they  never  kill  a  kid,  but  for  a  marriage  or  a 
funeral.  A  few  wealthy  and  generous  Shaiks  a- 
lone  can  kill  young  camels,  and  eat  baked. rice 
with  their  victuals.  In  times  of  dearth,  thfe  vul¬ 
gar,  always  half  fa  mi  (bed,  do  notdifdain.the  ipoft 
wretched  kinds  of  food  ;  and  eat  locufts,'  ra's, 
lizards,  and  ferpents,  broiled  on  briars.  Hence 
are  they  fuel)  plunderers  of  the  cultivated  lands, 
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and  robbers  on  the  high  roads :  hence,  alfo,  their 
delicate  conftitution,  and  their  diminutive  and 
meagre  bodies,  which  are  rather  a&ive  than  vigor¬ 
ous.* 

The  Bedoween9  have  as  little  induftry  as  their 
wants  are  few.  They  have  no  books,  and  are  ig¬ 
norant  of  all  fcience.  All  their  literature  confifts 
in  reciting  tales  in  the  manner  of  the  Arabian 
Nights  Entertainment.  In  the  evening  they  feat 
themfelves  on  the  ground  ;  and  there,  ranged  in  a 
circle  round  a  little  fire  of  .dung,  their  pipes  in 
their  mouths,  and  their  legs  eroded,  they  fit  a 
while  in  filent  meditation,  till  on  a  fudden  one  of 
them  breaks  forth  with.  Once  on  a  time — and  con¬ 
tinues  to  recite  the  adventures  of  fome  young 
Shaik  and  female  Bedoween  :  he  relates  in  what 
manner  the  youth  firft  got  a  fecret  glimpfe  of  his 
miftrefs,  and  how  he  became  defperately  enamour¬ 
ed  of  her:  he  minutely  deferibes  the  lovely  fair  ; 
boafts  her  black  eyes,  as  large  and  foft  as  thofe  of 
the  gazelle  ;  her  languid  and  impaflioned  looks  ; 
her  arched  eyebrows,  refembling  two  bows  of  ebo¬ 
ny  ;  her  waift,  ftrait  and  fupple  as  a  lance  :  he  for¬ 
gets  not  her  fteps,  light  as  thofe  of  th  t  young  filly  ; 
nor  her  cye-lafhes,  blackened  with  kohl;  nor  her 
lips,  painted  blue ;  nor  her  nails,  tinged  with  the 
golden-coloured  henna  ,*  nor  her  breads,  refem¬ 
bling  two  pomegranates ;  nor  her  words,  fweet  as 
honey.  He  recounts  the  fufferings  of  the  young 
lover,  fo  wafted  with  defire  and  paffiont  that  his 
body  no  longer  yields  any  Jhadow.  At  length,  af¬ 
ter  detailing  his  various  attempts  to  fee  his  mif- 
trefs,  the  obftacles  of  the  parents,  the  invafions  of 
the  enemy,  the  captivity  of  the  lovers,  &c.  he  ter¬ 
minates,  to  the  fatisfattion  of  the  audience,  by  re- 
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Coring  them,  united  and  happy,  to  the  paternal 
tent,  and  by  receiving  the  tribute  paid  to  his  elo¬ 
quence,  in  an  exclamation  of  praife,  equivalent  to 
Admirably  njoell ! 

The  Bedoween  is  a  fhepherd,  without  all  the 
innocence  of  that  character.  The  facility  of  patt¬ 
ing  rapidly  over  extenfive  trafts  of  country  ren¬ 
ders  him  a  wanderer.  He  becomes  greedy  from 
want,  and  a  robber  from  greedinefs.  A  plunder¬ 
er  rather  than  a  warrior,  he  poffefies  no  fangninary 
courage;  he  attacks  only  to  defpoil ;  and  if  he 
meets  with  refinance,  never  thinks  a  fmall  booty 
is  to  be  put  in  competition  with  his  life.  To  ir¬ 
ritate  him,  you  muft  fhed  his  blood ;  in  which 
cafe  he  is  as  obftinate  in  his  vengeance,  as  he  was 
cautious  in  avoiding  danger. 

Notwithftanding  their  depredations  on  ftrangers, 
among  themfelves  the  Bedoweens  arq^  remarkable 
for  a  good  faith,  a  difintereftednefs,  a!  generofity, 
which  would  do  honour  to  the  moil  civilized  peo¬ 
ple.  What  is  there  more  noble,  than  the  right  of 
afylum  fo  refpefted  among  ail  the  tribes  ?  A  Gran¬ 
ger,  nay,  even  an  enemy,  touches  the  tent  of  the 
Bedoween,  and  from  that  inftant  his  perfon  is  in¬ 
violable.  It  would  be  reckoned  a  difgraceful 
meannefs,  an  indelible  ihame,  to  fatisfy  even  a  jull 
vengeance  at  the  expenfe  of  hofpitality.  Has  the 
Bedoween  confented  to  eat  bread  and  fait  with  his 
gueft,  nothing  can  induce  him  to  betray  him.  The 
Bedoween,  fo  rapacious  without  his  camp,  has  no 
fooner  fet  his  foot  within  it,  than  he  becomes  lib¬ 
eral  and  generous  :  what  little  he  poifeffes  he  is 
ever  ready  to  divide  :  he  has  even  the  delicacy  not 
to  wait  till  it  is  alked  :  when  he  takes  his  repaft, 
he  affe&s  to  feat  himfelf  at  the  door  of  his  tent,  in 
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order  to  invite  the  pafifengers ;  his  generofity  is  fo 
fincere,  that  he  dqjes  not  look  upon  it  as  a  merit, 
but  merely  as  a  duty,  and  he  therefore  readily 
takes  the  fame  liberty  with  others. 

The  unqualified  liberty  enjoyed  by  the  Redo- 
weens  extends  even  to  matters  of  religion.  It  is 
true,  that  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Turks  they  pre- 
ferve,  from  policy,  the  appearance  ofMahometan- 
ifm  ;  but  fo  relaxed  is  their  obfervance  of  its  cere*, 
monies,  and  fo  little  fervour  has  their  devotion, 
that  they  are  generally  confidered  as  infidels,  who 
have  neither  law  nor  prophets.  They  even  make 
no  difficulty  in  faying,  that  the  religion  of  Ma¬ 
homet  was  not  made  for  them — “  For  (add  they) 
how  fnall  we  make  ablutions,  who  have  no  water  ? 
How  can  we  beftow  alms,  who  are  not  rich  ? 
Why  fhould  we  fall  in  the  Ramadan,  fince  the 
whole  year  with  us  is  one  continual  faft  ?  And 
what  neceffity  is  there  for  us  to  make  the  pilgrim¬ 
age  to  Mecca,  if  God  be  prefent  every  where  ?” 
In  fhort,  every  man  thinks  and  adls  as  he  pleafes, 
and  the  raoft  perfeft  toleration  exifts  among 
them. 


»  ft. 


•  \  .V  '  ' 


' 


X 


QJ,  V 


. 

. 


f  •  v  • 

\  v  . 

SaSvftvT  .W  'Wife.'  .V  ■  !  J  ' 


v.. 


sS 

■ 

,  ,  V'.  ;ii 


- 

' 


J1' 


•  V.-  1 


'  •  VI  -  rV-  • 

,  -  ■  -  v; 

'  /  ‘ , •  .  . . 


W*  &  :V  ' 

rrlc  e-: 


-V  •  i  .  , 

■ 

'  y  ;  i  f  :  V'  k ' '  •  -  '  v 

*  V  7  .  •'  ..  -l  'j"  '  l 

•  '■  ‘  "  -  .-V: 


. 


•;  - 


:i  'A- v 


..  -  ,  v  '  •  •  .  W' 

v.-r  . 


;  •:  •'  :  ;& 

' 

V. 

'  '  '  '  .  N 

■ 

■ 

j,  ur  ‘  '  r  '  ’  ’  '  - 

-•  •  7  •  '  7-  •  <■' 

w^o  '-v  V  ,  -••.  "  ■  , 

•  -V.  ■  ■ 

* 


MS' 


'  f  •:  '■ 


. 

.  -  .  f  -  J  5  «  '  */  . 

rvV-'-. 

■■■  ,  ■  --  •  ; 
,  -  •  ,  . 

) 


v'1. :  v# 


* 


V-'  V. 


4 


■ 

f 


' 


.  3  \  -  -,v 


*V;  v 


:  - 


'  >.  ;  •-  .  v  ■-  ••)  r  ■  •  ■'  ■’ 

. 

L  ■  '*'•  w  '  •  *•'  *  rN ■  >V|  ,•  ^ 

;  ;•  v;-r;  •  ••^<l  .‘.v  : 

' 

\ 

v ' 


’  Y,  Vv 


r 


,  :  '-1'  v  •  %2S 


- 


mm 


